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THE—_ 
PREFACE 


WES ot my deſign in the fol- + 
3 Ihr igg Refle&tions to recrimi- 
SB :te-; and blacken the Church 
"WS: England, that I might be re- 
| $*2'd on the Author of the Myſte- 
ry of Phanaticiſm, for falling foul -* 
on the Diſſenters. For tho' it be an | © 
1 caſte gnatter to throw dirt upon any © 
1 Party by publiſhing their Faults; by 
magnifying, and aggrandizing them ; * 
by laying ſuch to their charge as they 
* are not guilty of ; and by imputing 
f the Follies of a few, tothe whole Bo- 
ay, which us exaGily our Author's way 
of Writing : Tet this is ſo Diſmnge- 
{ wuons, ſo Unchriftian, and ſo Rude, 
« that F ſcorn to imitate him in it. 
Co 


The Preface. 


.. Heputs himſelf down in the Title- 
| Page for a Divine of the Church 
of FEnoland. "Tis pity he ſhould 
: be ſo; for ſuch Bigotted Divines 
are the diſhonour and fhame of the 
Church. And there is nothing can 
more vilify and diſparage their Mo- 
ther, than to have ſuch ungracious 
| Sons lurking in her Boſom, that dy 
expoſe her to obloquy, contempt, and | 
 batred; and make. Men think that | | 
7" bath proftituted her ſelf" to the 
© Triple Crown, andthe Lillies, to 
"I * obtain ſo. hot, and frery a Breed. 
It would without doub1 make for 
the Reputation of the Church,to frown 
apon thoſe Members of it as are of 
ſo unquiet and turbulent a Spirit, as 
its inteſtine Enemies, and on the 
other hand,to encourage and favour 


the Peaceable, the Meek, and Cha- 
Sa ble, as its be Friends and Sup- 
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The Preface. 
And upon this account, I ſhould 


not at all wonder to ſee this Divine, 
this fierce Tncendiary, and Make- 


bate Chaſtiſed by the Pen, even of 


one of his own Communion. For 
beſides the dire& tendency his wiru- 
lent Letters have to diſgrace the Bo- 
dy he is of ; He doth often wound 
the Church through the Diſſenters 
ſides; and many times his Cenſures 
do naturally recoil on a great num- 


ber,of its Members. 
* As I have forborn all unhandſom 


Reflections on the Church of Eng- 


land ## general, ſo T preſume EF 


. . ſhall be eaſt excuſed for refle&ing 
now and then ſomewhat ſeverely orz 
ſo unworthy a part 7 it, as our Let- 

ter-witter, and his Fraternity are. 
For thoſe who promote publick 
Tealouſies and Diſcord, who blow 
the Trumpet or Perſecution, and 
write as if they had been Secreta- 
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The Preface. 


ries to Draco, or an Inquiſition, 
anght I think, to be treated with 

more roughneſs and contempt than 

'* any Men; they being Enemies to 

} the Proſperity and Peace of their | 
i Country. 

The Wiſeſt and moft Impartial 
' Men both in Church and State have 


alway diflik'd and condemn'd this 


 ancharitable Spirit of Bigotiſm. Sach 


were the Lord Chancellor Bacon, the 
Lord Chief Fuftice Hales, Biſbop 
Wilkins, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Mr. 


+. Hales of Eaton Colledge, Mr.Chil- 
| Flingworth, Men of the firſt Rank, 


for Learning and Underft — 


befides many others mentioned in the 


Book called, The Proteſtant Recon- 
ciler, a Book which was written by 
a worthy Dignitary of his own 


Church, and vill ſway infinitely more 
with all unbyaſſed and candid Per- 
ſons, than the Myſtery of Phanati- 

cilm. 
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The Preface. 


pg I beg the Gentleman's Par 
n, that 1 have named this laft 

"xÞ8 contpariſon with his, I 

When a Man takes Fire,and belches - 

' | out a raging Flame upon. ſuch as hold 
the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity but dif- 
fer from him in points of leſs conſe- 
quence and moment, be ſhews that. 
| be is under the prevailing 3 influences 
of the Infernal Powers, and that he 
ſet on firenot bythe Spirit of God, 
but by Hell. 

TD conclude, T ſhall only obſerve 
farther, that in quoting of very many 
places of Seripture,both in his Preface 
and-Book.;he applies them fo imperti- 
\" nently, as if St. Paul and the other 
Sacred Authors, had written on pur- 
poſe to perf] wade People tobe Church 
_ of England Mer, and to blame ſuch 
as were not ſo. He ſets Texts of 
Scripture - on the Rack, and puts 
ſuch a force pon them, as he would 


'A4 have 


The Preface. 


have laid onthe Conſciences of Mex, 
to make them ſpeak, what he woul] 
have them, tho' contrary totheip ip. 
chination and meaning. 
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REFLECTIONS 
| ON 


Tetter | 


HE Author of a Book, called, * 
The Myſtery of Phanaticiſm, . 


hath as a publick Incendiary, 
t- made it his deſign to heighten 

the Diſcord, and inflame the Animoſi- 
| ties between the Church of Exgland, 


and the Diſſenters, in 14 Reviling Let- 
ters; His main Aim ſeems to be at Per- 
ſcution, as appears not only from his 
Scurrilous Language, but*alſo from e- 
veral expreſs intimations of it, particu- 

arly in Page 80. and 68. 
| Now tocorreC the Luxuriancy of his 
Pen, and to prevent the miſchiefs that | 
may ariſe from it, in 8 Nation ſo ex- : 
treamly incliried to inteſtine heats and ** 
variance : Iſhall make ſome RefleQions | 
each Letter, and make it appear that 
there ismuch more Malice and lntereſt, 
' than 


4} _— for making Proſelites. 


bs. SA 
than of Truth and Reaſon in every one 
of them. Yd js 
In the Firſt Letter he Snarles at the Is 


he firſt thing that occurs to our View We. 
(laith he) is their great Zeal, and dilks; kit 01 
' gence in making Proſelites, in which they? tale w 
imitate, if not out do the Zeal of the ; Py, 
Phariſees, who compaſs Sea and Land t | tha 
make a Proſelite, © | PP 
He amplifies very much: upon this: m7 
Subje& throughout his whole Letter; | And 
and makes it to be a damnable ſin both: {he 
in the Phariſees, and Diſſenters 70 make. |, 
Profelites. | 0 

— But whatif after all this, the Phari-; ng 
ſees be not at all blamed by 6ur Says. 71. 
our for making Proſelites? Then the 1... ; 
Sermon which he Preaches in thisLet+|yy 
ter upon the Text of compiſſing See all |; | ig 
Land, is very impertinent; and a goodi[pus. 
ly compariſon defign'd toexpoſe the Dib, __ 
fenters, loſes all it's Grace, and ſhimes: th. 
the Author more than them. j wag 
 * The Truth is, the Phariſces making... 
Proſclites was ſo far from being culps* 3 '& 
ble, that it was in'it ſelf commendable; Il m) 
for :it was the converting Heathens \fj ior 
+ Judaiſm which'had been the only trix], þ 

Religion for many Ages together. w- bi 
x d el 


- 
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in of Learning beſides our - Author 
*Thov that a Profelite, is one who ha- 

no been a Gentile becomes a Jew ; and 
Ivrefore Grotizs thus defines him , 
For iff is qui ortu Gentilis per Cir- 
aeibovers ſe legi Moſis obſtrinxſit. So 
Ht our Saviour doch not find any 
Flt with the Phariſees for their makt- 
aliy Proſe/ites, but only condemns them 
} ka kfter they had made them, they 
Ide them twofold more the Children of 
"Il than themſelves. 
| Abd now if, this be the CharaQer 
[the Diſſenting Teachers, his Simili- 
[tade'may go a little way upon one Leg 
1 ing} it be very lame in the other as 
Jt bs purpoſe. If ay are All Sons 
2Iif Devils, and make all that come-to 
Abat them twofold more the Children 6f 
"Wl than themſelves; they have then 
1! wif confeſs ſome of the Air, and 
Aratures of the Phariſees, and there- 
Fore to draw the Picture ſomething - 
"Jlte, bE ſhould ſhew that whenſvever 
9 withdraw from the Church, and 
come Members of a Conventicle (as 
= Glls it ) they are preſently tranſ- 
Yu wa, loſe all their Vertue and Re- 
14901, become poyſon'd with Vice, 
148 are Iorolled in the Family of Sa- 

| tan. 


(4) 
tan. But if he ſhould attempt 

charge, he would be in danger of relwf,pr 
- bling the Devil himſelf, in being | Fep 
'Lyar, and an accuſer of the I}, 
thren. 6 hem 
But to paſs off from this ill-managig 
compariſon ; I will ask him, how py 
doth appear that the Diſſenters areWyf 
extreamly induſtrious in ming Pro, 
lites, which he aſſerts ſo often, ſo vel Ss 
mently, and with ſo much concernylly it 
ſo many Places of this Letter and Body a 
They compaſs Sea and Land, and. filb falms! 
Proſelites every where, &Cc. One woull Bi 
think by his carneſt deſcription of fin 
thar they were daily roving from thind, 
Lands-End in Cormwal, to the Townd[py/ 
Berwick upon Tweed, Travelling EalJThe 
Weſt, North and South ; and Navig tu 
ting round the Iſland to viſit the Sel ilir 
coaſts; and that by this time their uw} 
credible induſtry, and diligence ſhoullf he 
have almoſt drain'd the Churchs ing 
emptied the Pews, and Seats, and thi Bor 
the Clergy ſhould have none to Preadl | 
to but their Families, and Clarks, Tit o 
very leaſt a Stranger can imagine bf| ld 
reading his Letter, is that they go fron 

Houſe to Houſe, toentice the Membei 
of the Church over to them, that Ht 
rely ra 


t thl ( 5 ) 


relen [fort to the Market-Places, and call 
og aſpple to follow them , that they ens, 
Bferioto the Publick Temples and invite 
tem thence, or that they compel them 
Nap! | come 1. | | 
ow But fince nothing of this Nature is 
are Winftiſed by them, all this noiſe about mze- 
Proifiay Proſelites comes to little more than 
vel s,that the Diſſenting Miniſters Preach 
gp their own Congregations, and that 
Daya way which doth not at all pleaſe 
"or Divines. 

You But let us conſider the Three chief 
of Aitings that he propoſes to be Remarked 
 thmder this Head. The 1ſt. is, The 
va Perſons of whom theſe Proſelites conſiſt : 
all They he tells us, are not any. Perſons of 
VIgel Education, and Parts, but the weak and 
St] iterate Vulgar. , 

8 'To which I ſhall only ſay this; that 
Vu he hath diſcovered ſo much 1ll-breed- 
ins, and weakneſs throughout his 
ul Book, that whoſoever takes him for 
4 2 fair Judge of other Mens Educati- 


Til on and Parts, will be extreamly de- 
luded 


ol ” The ſecond thing he remarks upon is, 
al Whence theſe Proſelytes are gather'd; 
9] He ſay's they aye gathered out of the Pa- 
in tial Eſtabliſhed Churches, and drawn 

—_ 


(6) | 
from.the true fold of the Catholick Chun - 
As if the Catholick Church were ol of 
fin'd\ to a Party. Certainly the fil pat 
of the Catholick Church is wide eno vil ( 
to take in thoſe who acknowledg ol. / 
Lord, one Faith, one- Baptiſm; Thithe 
they are ſo unhapy as not to undalſ 
ſtand' the abſolute neceſſity of 
Form. of Church Government, onelyai 
turgy, one Book of "Canons. Thaf- | 
may be various Churches in one Nilthk 
tion, all differing in ſome reſpe&ts ih 
Government, Diſcipline, and Worſhi 
and yet all of them may belong to be t 
Catholick Church, None but a Bigat wi 
deny this. 10 
He proceeds to exclaim ſeverely au 
gainſt gathering Churches out of Churcu 
es, which charge, tho? it hath beajth 
very often thrown in the Teeth of-thy6 
Diſſenters ; Yet it hath been done with 
leſs Juſtice than hath been commonh|t 
imagin'd ; as will appear, if the firi 
Original of the Difſenting Congregath 
ons be lookt to, and conlidered, 
The caſe 1s this ; In 1660. The M# 
niſters that a little after taught in-the 
Diſſenting Congregations were inAQw 
al, and Legal poſſeſſion of Beneficey| 
with Cure of Souls ; And _ ary 
0 
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ſhould doubt this, they are declared to 
"hand be lawful Incumbents, and Poſſeſſors - 
ea of the ſame to all Intents, by an ACt of 
e fl Parliament made the 12 of Charles Il. 
0 1 , I'7. 
lo © wt this, by the Att of Uniformity 
hi they became de riv*d of their Benefices, 
ded for refuſing to declare their Aſſent and 
f wlConſent, to all and every thing con- 
nelnined in the Common-Prajer-Book. 
The However having been ordained to 
e Nidie Miniſtry, they Judg'd it their Du- 
ts i#tv. to continue in the Exerciſe of it : 
ſhi) And many of their people adhering 
to thito them as their proper Paſtors, they 
x wifreach'd to them 1n private Houſes : 
[Others of their Hearers deſerted them, 
ly Jad repaired to the publick Temples, 
burc1nd to new Teachers. Now this was 
| beaſthe Foundation of the Presbiterian 
If thel Congregations 3 And upon the whole, 1 
with) ave known it made a Queſtion : whe- 
nonh| tier the Difſenters be the real Separa- 
; firk|filts, or rather the people of theChurch ? 
zeath{ ivr People of the Church deſerted their 
[ormer Paſtors, and way of Worſhip ; 
e M4|Whilſt' the Difſenters in ſuch Pariſhes 
a-the|Whered to both. 
Alw| 1 know that our Author can have no 
ficesy| Mer way to defend himſelf, but by fay- 
Far, | 10g, 


(3) 
ine that the Parliament having by the 
Att of Uniformity deprived the Dilſent 
ing Miniſters, and made way for new tg 
be introduced in their places, the former 
Miniſters and People became 7pſo fatty 
Schiſmaticks, by not _—_—_— with 
this new eſtabliſhment of the Law, 
For without an AE&t of Parliament 
making a new Eſtabliſhment, and 
ſetting aſide the former, there could 
have been no Schiſm. So that accord. 
ing to this notion, Schiſm depends up. 
'on an ACt of Parliament. - 

But now this 1s quite contrary to 
what he aſſerts, page 79. For there he 
tells us, that the Parliament cannot 
take off the guilt of Schiſm; And if 
this be true,theParliament cannot make 
Schiſm : For if they have a Power to 
make it, there's no queſtion but that 
they have a Power to unmake it, and 


take off its guilt; But there are ſome | 


Zealots who will allow the Parliament. 
an unlimited power to make Laws in 
the Favour of the Church ; and againſt 
thoſe who Diſſent from it : But if they 


go to alter theſe good Laws, and take 
off their obligation, they cry out that 
they have no Authority to do that: 
Intereft will ſpeak out. 


To 


(5) 
T6 conclude ; Suppoſe the Chutrclt 
of England had not that Parliamentary 
blſhment which it boaſt's of, as 
tht in which it 1s Superior to other 


Congregations, but were on the ſame 
hot with other People, wiz. that of a 
Toleration ;' I ask whether it would be 
Chiſm in ſuch a caſe not - to be in 
Communion with her. I think none 
hut a Monſter of a Bigot will ſay this; 
f then it be no *Schiſm not to be in 
Communion with her : I ask whether 
2 Supervening eſtabliſhment, of the Na+ 


| ture which it now enjoys, would make 


that to be Schiſm which was none be- 
fore: If it would not, then People have 
aright to their ſeparate Meetings, with- 
out being liable to the impeachment of 
&hiſm. But if it will; then fince 
Khiſm owes its Parentage to an AQ 
of Parliament 3 an ACt of Parliament 
an alſo deſtroy its nature, and make 
that to be no Schiſm which it had 
made to be Schiſm before. 

This is a plain caſe, and there had 
need be a deal of Metaphyſicks to get 
reefrom the force of this Argument. 

Thirdly, there is one thing more he 
th a mind to inquire into ; and that 
Þ What theDiſſenters are Proſelyted o ? 

B e 
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He anſwers, to a Party, a Fattion, | 


4 Schiſm, 


This is all Cant, and Stuff. He hath 
pick'd up a parcel of frightful Words, 
{uch as Sedition, Faction, Schiſm, Pha. 
riſees, and the like ; and lards all his 
Letters with them ; But this is in effe 
nothing but calling Names, For there 
are names Eccleſiaſtical, . and names 
Secular. There are names belonging 
to the Laity ; and other names which 
the Clergy call. The Laity. call ſuch 
names as theſe, Dog, Toad, and Son of 
a Whore, &c. The Clergy's Names 


are Fanatick, Heretick, Schiſmartick, | 


Phariſee, FaQtious fellow, &c. And 
theſe names are {o Familiar to our Bi- 
got that hezcan ſcarce write a Page 
without adorning it with one of 
them. 


—— 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter OI. 


IN the firſt Letter the Divine. pre- 

tends to give an account of rhe 
Diligence and Induſtry of the Diſſetters 
in making Proſclytes, He now paſſes 
pn to the Principal Artifices which they 
make nſe of ro conipaſs their Ends, 

And the firſt Artifice which he hq- 
rangues upon 1n this Lerter, 15 thezr pfe= 
tence to greater Light and Rnwvieds than 
other Mens and whereas in the fic 
Letter he falls foul upon them witlz 
the compariſon of the Phariſee, in this 
he likens them to the Gnofticks, who 
were .{o called from their boaſting of great- 
er light, and eſteeming themſelves the 
Wiſeſt, and moſt Knowing of all Perſons. 

It would have been wiſer never to 
have {ai& any thing of the Gnoſtichs, 
except he had better known who they | 
were, For in page 12. he {cems to ap- 
prehend them to be a Se&t of Chriſt 
B 2 ans ; 


(12) 
ans : But in page 2oth. he ranks. them 
amongſt the Heathens, of - whom &$r. 
Pau! writes in the rſt. Chapter to the 
Romans. 

Next, I obſerve that this Letter Wri- 
ter 15 the untitteſt Man in the World 
to ind Fault with others, for their pre 
zerces to greater Light and Kypowleds : 
For he writes with ſuch an Air of ll 
. Jumination and Aſſurance, as if he 
had owelt all days of his life on the 
Tor of Parnaſſus : Yea, he pretends to 
21ve an account of private matters, as 
it ic were a Wizzard, and had a Fa- 
m1:1ar Spirit : You havea large unravel. 
11g, of hidden things in this book ; in 
particular, he goes todiſcover the trant- 
actions in the Philoſophy Schools ot the 
Diſtenters 1n ſo very ample a manner, 
as if he had becn an Academick a» 
mong(t them himſelf. 

And things ſo extreamly ſecret there, | 
are found out by our Author, which 
no hody elſe knows. So; highly ele- 
vated 1s the Pole of his Underitand- 
ing. Nay he goes farther ; He doth 
not only enter 1nto the Diſſcntters Aca- 
demies, but into their very Hearts. 

He pretends to know what's within 
them ; and their thoughts, their incli- 


(13) 
nations, and -deligns do not eſcape his 
netration : For he is every now and 
then charging the whole Boay of them 
for Hypocriſte, which is ſo Clandelſtine 
2 Vice that it doth not appear to Men 
of an ordinary ſize of underſtanding, 

Now I think the Diſlenters never. 
went ſo far in their pretences to Light 
and Knowledg as this Man. 

I proceed to obſerve further on this 
Head, that if the Diflenters do pretend 
to mare Light and Kyowledg than ſome 
other Menz this is no more than all 
Mankind do expreſsly or vertually in 
their differing Sentiments and Opinions, 
Men do of courſe think themſclves to 
te in the right, and that thoſe who 
differ from them are miſtaken : This is 
ſoin all matters whatſoever, as Theo- 
logical, Civil, Political, Moral, Natu- 
ral, &. And therefore it would be 
a more ſevere imputation upon the Diſ- 
ſenters, if they ſhould differ from the 
Church ; and yet without any pretences 
to greater light in the matters of differ+ 
exce ; And he hath the leſſer reaſon to 
urge this, becauſe the Members of the 
Church ao — to as much more 
Lz:ht, in differing from the Diſſenters, 

SNL 
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25 the Difſenters do in diftering ſrom 
the m- 

When he tells us, that there is no- 
thing in the Diſſenters mouths more 
common than the Manifeſtations and 
Diſcoveries of the Goſpel : 1 mult tell him 
that it doth not at all become a Di- 
vine, and a Preacher of the Goſpel, to 
object that againſt them, unlels theſe 
things are not worth the talking of. 
But then he farther intimates; that 
they appropriate and corfine all Goſpel 
Light to themſelves : This 1s notoriouſly 
tallez and it there have been any En- 
thuliaſts that have done ſo : The Body 
of the Diſlenters are not chargeable for 
Ic, any more than the Church of England 
is for the Errors and Delinquencies of 
any of 1ts Members; 2nd particularly 
the Uncharitableneſs, Fallities, and Slan- 
ders of this'Divine. 


Laſtly ; if (generally ſpeaking) it be 


true that there is more frequent Preach- 
ing 1n the Meeting- Houſes of the Dif- 
jeaters, than in the Pariſh Churches; 
If the. pzople oftener read the Scrip- 
Tures, and other Books of Divinity 1n 
their Houſes; And if they do more 
ſtrictly obſcrve the Lords-day in the 
exerciſe of Religious Duties ; If theſe 
253 ; things 


(15) | 
things be true ( as I think it very 


probable that they are, ) *cis poſſible 
they might ( not by Inſpiration, or parti- 


cular Revelation, but) by the ordinary 


means of obtaining Knowledge, atrive 
to a greater degree of Light in the mat- 
ters of Religion, than thoſe who are not 


perhaps altogether ſo diligent in theſe 


reſpects as they are. 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter II. 


N this Letter he proceeds to another 
Artifice of the Diſſenters ; and that 
is a. pretexce 10 a preater ſtrictneſs and 
ſanttity than other men ; and herein they 
are the ſucceſſors of the Phariſees(laies he) 
who beſiaes the exacter knowledge of the 
Law, pretended to the exadteſt obſervance 
azyd ogeatenge to it ; Hence we find them 
ſtiled the flrifteſt Se of their Religion, 
Atts 26.5. Andthey are ſaid to teach 
and att according to the perfett manner of 
Fe Law. 

The deſign of this Letter is to prove 
thatStrictne/s andSincerity are inconſiſtent, 
and that there is no Religion where 
there is an appearance of it. if a 
Man be as ſtrict as any Saint, that's afſu- 
redly a Badge of an Hypocrite ; For 
mark it, ſtrictneſs and fincerity did 
not. meet in the Phariſees, therefore 
they do not in any other Perſons ; no 
not 


..0 
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4 ia ſome of the greateſt Saints in 
yaven , If 1t may be allowed there are 
if the #rifer lort there. 
"There's nothing which our Author de- 
hrs in more, than the compariſon of 
te Phariſees and Diſſenters; +» And this 
makes him draw the Parrallel as far as 
fer it will go throughout all the. De- 
nees, for he doth nor like a Similitude 
hat will not run on all Four, and if it 
not inclinable, he will force it to do 
{, Soafter he had told us that the Diſ- 
aters were like the Phariſees 1a making 
roſelites he preſently - infers it as a 
wtural Conſequence that they muſt be 
rery bad Men, and make their Diſciples 
twofold more the Children of Hell than 
themſelves. And ſo in the Inſtance be- 
fore us, he takes it for granted that they 
pretend to greater ſtrictneſs and SanQtt- 
tythan ſome others; and in this they 
ate like the Phariſees, and if they are 
oin this reſpeCt, then they are 1n all 
others too, and ſo are groſs Hypo« 
crites, 

| But there is one great inconvenience 
n this way of talking, which he is not 


- Ware of ; for he wounds his own Mo- 


ther the Church ef England through the 
ides of the Diſſenters. Whileſt he S 
bulie 
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buſie in railing againſt the one, hi, 


heat tranſports him ſo far, that heÞ 
doth not coalider the Reputation of the}: 


other. 2 
For at this rate of Scribling , hoy 


ealie would it be to prove the Member; 
of the Church to be Phariſees; forÞ® 


the Pharaſees paid Tithes, ſo do they, 
The Phariſees alſo built Tombs, and par- 
niſhed the Sepulchres of the Righteous, 


ſo do they. The Phariſees alſo appeared 


beautiful outward: So dagh the Church 
in it's Temples, its Gold:ad Silver Vef. 


ſels, it's White Veſt ments , &c. Now}! 
would it be good Logick to conclude| 
preſently upon this, that the Church] 


of England is made up of a parcel Hy- 
pocrites, and that they Anſwer the 
Phariſees in all reſpetts as exaCtly as one 
Tally doth another. 

The Church of Exglexd 1s certainly 
very little obliged to this Gentleman, 
tho” a Divine of her own Commu. 
nion: For he manages his revilings 
ſo odly throughout his Book, that they 
every now and then, glance upon her 
ſelf; and he doth neither Party right 
at long run. 


But 
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kr. | Butler us ſee what account he gives 
&-- the Diſlenters StricFneſs and Santt:- - 


i: Why, 


| Firſt, They look more demurely; 
But what peeviſh ſort of a Man is 
s to quarrel with anothers Looks. 


: 4 s is like the Spark in, the Comedy 
=. bo drew and demanded fatisfaftion 


uſe he did not approve of the others . 
untenance 


| Secondly , They talk more Religionſ- 
But, whoſe fault is that ? 


| Thirdly, They ſeem to Pray more De- 
the ['%. 
; one | And how doth he know that they 
we not as Devout as they ſeem to be. 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter in his late . 
1an, |Ctarge to his Clergy , doth earneſtly 
my. |{ort them not only to be Devour, 
ings out alſo to ſeem to be ſo; to let the 
ople fee that they are ſo. This I 
doubt not , he will conclude is to be 
oht whwaraly righteous unto Men. But what 
l it be fo, there is no fault in that, if 
men are not within full of Iniquity and 
But tipocricy, : 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Their ſeeming Zeal cart , 
them many a Mile to 4 Conventicle, | 
And it may be better worth tha, 
while to go ſo far, than to hear ſuch{, 
he is at home. , 


Laſtly, They Repeat Sermons tu & 
which were ſcarce worth the firſt Hearinl, 
If this be true, they are ſo unhapyf.. 
to Preach Sermons like his own, F- 
we may guels at his Sermons by hg, 
. Book. | 
And thus you have had his Wif, 
Account of the Difſenters ſtr:dxeſs. 
Now he makes all this /tridneſs t 
bea Veil to their Hypocriſy ; and js 
extreamly hard-harted and rigid, thy 
he*l ſcarce excuſe one of them from þi , 
ing a Phariſce. n 
But doth he not in this talk like a, 
Eathulialt, as if he were inſpir'd fron 
above, to know the hearts of other Meny} 
Or, 1t he be not inſpir'd, how daresIt 
invade the Prerogative of God, an, 
paſs ſuch cenſures as only belong toth 
Searcher of the Heart ? Would he na} 
have been more modeſt and wiſe, if It 
had obſerved the advice of Sr. Pau, 
Viz. 30 Judge nothing before the time - 
'f 


P 
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Lithe Lord come, who both will bring to 


| conf, the hidden things of darkneſs, and 
h , ll make manifeſt the Connſels of the 


Cop $9h 7 Cor. 4- 5+ 

uch$ ye doth indeed pretend that their 
{hypocriſy betrays it ſelf by their A+- 

- and there he brings on a very 

rere Charge,enough to make them All 

1d their hands to the Bar, if he could 

yore it to be true. 

} They have he ſay's under a Mak of 

WF. andReformation,conceal'd and carried 


buvery bad deſigns, they have put fair Co- 


wr1upon foul Actions, and made Religion 
a” ſtale and Panader to the greateſt Abomi- 
tions, 


, This is ſomewhat like Sir Roger's 
? 4 [oaory; *Tis probable our Author 
mM 91; one of his Admirers; . and it may be 
ke Joe of thoſe who uſed to preſent him. 
yu with New-Years Gifts for Writing his 
Mer Obſervator , ſo neceſſary a Common- 
= Pace-Book for the Divinity of thoſe 
" ao/\ines, that ſome Bigots had rather be 
8; vithout their Bible than without the 
— Oblervator : Andit's ſaid of one, that 
"eh he choſe his Text as well as DoQrine 
Pall of it, citing the very Number at the 


WL end, 


But 
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But as to this heavy Charge, eithd. 
It is true or falſe : If it be falſe, theRel® 
der knows what to think of the Auth 7 
and his Book: He hath forfeited 
Credit and Reputation. If it be try ſc 
Tis his Duty to Indict them; and þ jt 
them Arraigned for theſe greateft 4 
minations. The Courts of Judicaty 
are open, and the Lawsare Impartial 
Executed, eſpecially againſt the greaz 
Abominations. : ' 
But what this greateſt Abominatiq 
are, he hath not the Honeſty to lay opa 
and make them to appear to the Eyesq 
the World. | n 
He doth indeed 1n one Place of hi 
Tetter lay Seaztion to their Charge; Il 
which I know not what he means, unlel; 
their oppoſition to Tyranny, and thet 
Aſſerting the Rights and Liberties of th 
People when they have been Invade , 
Andif this be Nick-nam'd Seaitop, they 
they can bear this Charge with thy | 
more Patience and willingneſs, be], 
| 
| 
| 


Py 
fer 
be 
Sd 
111 


cauſe they have ſo good Company s 
the Church of Erglazd in the Reigad 
King Tames II. | 
He would alſo Inſinuate their being] 
addicted to Cheating, p. 28, 
ar 
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Here I ask him, whether he can 
, ct ake it appear that there are more 


Tnenifſenters Convicted in the Courts of 


Auth wdicature, for any ſorts of Frauds, than 
ed | there are of the Church. It there are 
> W Tot, this Charge is very unjuſt and 


'2 Fhalicious. 
| * If he ſay's their Frauds are too clan- 
ICAty tenſtinely and privately manag'd, to 
TIA t found out. I ask him then, how he 
"A dmes to know that they are guilty of 
, [them ? , 
[have one thing more to take notice 
| "of in this Letter : And that is his In- 
Te monſitency with himſelf. For he ſeems 
e [80 want one thing very neceſſary to 
_ JMen of his Character, z. e. a good 
Wo Memory ; and for lack of this, he be- 
"OF trays himſelf now and then into ſome 
Ablurdities and Incoherencies. | 
wn Thus in Page 24. He tells us that 
; . the Diſſenters ſeek to poliſh the outward 
Lo Gob with 4 fair and plauſible ſhew of 
bo Holineſs, and not only pretend, but as 
0 oltwara appearance, practice a greater 
x1 ; Priineſs : Now how ſhall we judge of 
940] fuch Men ? Why he ſays Page 28. 
that Though God looks to the Heart, yet 
Men Fudge only by the outward Appears 
Herel 4% Then fay I, ſince the Diſſen- 


Zers 


ther 
of the 
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ters 'poliſh the outward Garb, &c, ij 
Men can only Fudge by the outward 4, 
pearance, how can he come to knoyſ 
what is in-their Hearts? This favoun|/ 
very much of Phanaticiſm, or a con. 
ceit of Inſpiration; to Judge of Ma 
otherwiſe than as to outward Ap 
pearance. And the + Church of Eyp. 

land receives no Honour from thi. 
Whims of ſuch Enthufiaſtical Men, | 


, XX 2 Eq U OPTERY 


RE -. 


REFLECTIONS 
7 


Letter IV. 


THE next Artifite he pretends to 


|; L -be uſed by the Diſſenters t5 


increaſe their Party, 15 4 pretence to purer 
Ordinance and a more Spiritual way of Wor. 
ſbipz 4nd herein (he tellsus) they are th 
ſucceſſors of the Cathari, ana Donatilts 
of 01d, who pretenaed to a better, and pures 


| #9of ſerving God than other Men, and ſo 


ſeparated from them, 45 Saints of an higher 
horm ; and Men of a more raisd and ele- 
vated Devotion. 

And herein they are exaitly imitated 
by our Diſſenters, who talk of nothing 


| more than pure Worſhip , pure Ordinan- 


i, and pure Adminiſtrations, all which 
they ine to themſelves, and will not 
alow others any ſhare in them, 

The firſt thing I ſhall RefleCt on, - is 


the Compariſen of the Diſſenters with 
the Donatiſts, | 


C We 


% 
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We ſhall ſee him manage this com. 
pariſon nothing better than that of the | 
Phariſees, for he is very unhappy an{ 
unſucceſsful at Similitudes. Whilſt he 
is attempting to draw an odious Fight, 
of Deformity, to repreſent the Diſſenter, 
he ſhapes out the Image of himſelf ang 
Bigotted Party. 

You would think at firſt, that theſe 
Donatiſts he ſpeaks of, were a ſort of 
Presbyterians, or Independents, who 
divided from ſome Church, as by Lay 
eſtabliſh*r, upon account of greater pu 
rity of Worſhip : But the truth is, they 
wereall Epiſcopal Men ; and the very 
conteſt and diviſion was about a Biſho 
rick : For the Biſhoprick of Carthage he 
coming void by the Death of Merſuri, 

1n the fourth Century ; ſeveral Candi 
dates putin for it, but atlength Czciliay 
was ordained by one Party of Biſhops, 
_ and Majorinus by another. 70 Biſhops 


in Africa Condemn'd Cecilian ta be Ex} 


communicated for high Crimes: But 
Conſtantine and the Biſhop of Rome fa 
 vou:ing his Cauſe, he was abſolv'd by 
19 biſhops; and afterward acquittedby 
200 at Aries; and Donatus from whence 
the Donatiſts had their Name, being one 
of Mjorinus his Party, was Condenet 
or 


7 = 
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for Schiſm in Rebaptizing, and Reor- 
dining. - 

Now what is this Jangling and Con- 
teſt about a Biſhoprick to the Diſſenters? 
Yes, he ſays theſs Donatiſts preteraed to 
Parer Ordinances : Bur lince he is not 
plaſed to tell what theſe Purer Orat- 
nances were, I will doit for him. They 
refuſed to hold Communion with C2c21:- 
ans Party, looking upon them tobe He- 
reticks or Schiſmaticks at leaſt ; being 
themſelves for ſome time the Majority 
andifany of C2ciliay's Party came 'over 
tothem,they Rebaptiz'd and Reordain'd 
them, as thinking them not duly Baps 
tizz2d or Ordain'd before. Theſe were 
the main things which were accounted 
to involve the Donatiſts in the guilt of 
Schiſm. | 

But now how come the Difſenters to. 
be compared to them? Do they Quarrel 


about the Biſhoprick of Carthage ? Do 


they condemn thoſe who difter from 
them for Hzreticks and Schiſmaticks ? 
Dothey invalidate the Baptiſm of the 
Church, and Baptize their Proſelites a- 
ireſh ? Or, do they pretend, that if any 
Miniſters of the Church come over tg 
them, they ought to be Reordain'd. 


G 2 
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Nothing can be more manifeſt thay 
that this CharaQer doth ſuit the Bigots 
of the Church, abundantly better than 
the Difſenters. 

For like the Doxatiſfs they, Condemn 
thoſe who difter from them as Schif. 
maticks, they refuſe to hold Communi- 
on with them upon any occaſions, they 
are againſt having any to be admitted 
into the Church, who having been Or- 
dain'd by a Presbytery, refuſe to be Re- 
. ordain'd; and they lay ſo very great 
ſtreſs upoa Epiſcopal Ordination, that 
they ſcarce think Baptiſm, or any other 
Ordinance to be duly adminiftred, 
 wherethe Prieſt is not Ordain'd in that 
Form, and if it were practicable would 
Rebaptize. 

_- And now what hath he got by the 
compariſon of the Donatiſts ? 

But. to proceed ; whereas he goes to 
prove that the Diſſenters pretend to grea- 
ter purity, becauſe they revile the Church 
of, England as Popiſh, and ſtile its Wors 
ſip Antichriſt ian, and charge it with Ido- 
latry , with bowing down to Idols, and 
Worſhipping Graven Images : There are 
non* but Kigots on thar ſide, that areſo 
faviſh and uncharitable in their Cen- 
luces ; and they arc very few (I may £ 

| | mo 
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moſt ſay none) in compariſon with the 
reſt, whoare of a more candid and free 


| Spirit. 


* That which the more Intelligent and 
Moderate ſort ſay upon this ſubject, of 
the Purity of Divine Worſhip, is, that the 
New-Teſtament is the rule and ſtandard, 
whereby to judge of it ; and that as ſoon 
as we look into the New-Teſtament, we 
ke the Lawgiver of the Church, refi- 
ning and railing it to the higheſt degree 
of Spirituality ; to this end the Cere- 
monial Law is aboliſhed, as not fo very 
correſpondent to the Spirituality of the 
Divine Nature; and all the Precepts of 
the Goſpel throughout, tend to abſtra& 
the Mind from material Objects, and to 
exalt it to an higher pitch of Devotion. 
And they farther take. notice, that the 
Phariſees are blamed for teaching for 
Dottrines the Commandments of Men, 
which were of an external and ritual Na- 
ture, and ſeemed to be indifferent, ſuch 
as the waſhing of Hands before Eating 
ofBread, Upon this they are inclined 
tothigk, that Worſhip to be in general 
molt Spiritual and Pure, which 1s moſt 
ire: from Human and Material Rites and 
Repreſentations. 


C3 , How- 
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However they Honour the Church © 
Englandas aRetormed and true Church; 
but they wiſh, that as1a the Reforma 
tion, it worthily ſet aſide, and caſt out fo 
many Ceremonies of the Church of 
Rome,lo it would part with the reſt of its 
unneceſſary Rites, that they may not be 
2a obſtacle to Uniformity, nor lye as a 
Foundation for the addition of more, 
when occaſion ſhall icrve. 

As to the Diſlenters Prayers, which 
he ſays are Human Inventions ; "tis al- 
lowed; that as well the Prayers with- 
out Forms, as thoſe with them, are ſince 
the ceaſing of extraordinary Inſpiration, 
the Izventions of Men, at leaſt in part : 
But there is this plain difference between 
Human Ceremonies and Prayers, that 
Prayers 1n general are commanded, 
| which Ceremoniesare not,and tho? they 
are made by Men,' yet they are an Or- 
dinance of God. | 


7 os Wo. 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter V, 


N this Letter he tells us, that a fourth 
- Artifice made uſe of by the Diſſen- 
ters to multiply and encreale their Par- 
ties, is to cry wp Peace and Unity, tho? 
their Aftions tend all the while to def! roy 
and undermine them, And lealt you 
ſhould be at a loſs, what theſe A10xs 
ae; you are told in the 45 page, that . 
their gathering Diſciples, and making Par- 
ties, are plain breaches of that Peace,vhich 
they ſeem to cry up ; and their Schiſm, and 
Separation are a manifeſt breach of Unity." 
Here he arraigns the Legiſlature of the 
| Nation, for making an Att the better to 
enable the Diſſenters to break the Peace. 
I think the Biſhops did not oppoſe the 
Law for Liberty of Conſcience; but 
without doubt they ly under our Au- 
thor's Diſpleaſure, for conſenting to it. 
P:aceand Unity are acknowledg?d on 
alhands, to be two of the moſt deſira- 
C 4 ble 
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ble Bleſſings on Earth : Yet notwith- 
ſtanding all our Authors pretences, 
he bids defiance to both. T8 

For his Book ſeems deſigned to gn- 
flame the Hearts 'of Men one againſt 
another : it ſounds the Alarm, and ſets 
up a Standard to invitePeople toQuarrel, 
and fall by the Ears. But -* | 

Wherein are the Diſlenters ſs very 
anpeaceable? Do they plant Cannon a. 
oainſt the Church-Walls? Do they ri 
otoully break open its Doors ? Do they 
enterin/i & Armis,pull down the Pul- 
pit,tear theCommon-Prayer,or which 1s 
more,rend the Surplice ? or rather, have 
they not, ſince Liberty of Conſcience 
hath been granted them by Law, be. 
haved themſelves ſo Quietly and Loyal 
ly, as to delerye it ? 

*Tis not the meeting of Men together 
for Divine Worſhip; but Bigotiſm, that 
is 4 breach of the Peace, Thus is a furt- 


- pus mad-Zeal, kindled by the Fire of 


Hel! ; and when Men lay ſo much ftrels 
upon thoſe ſmaller matters, in which 
they differ from others, as if the Life and 
Soul of Religion did confift in them, 
(whereasthcyare only theFringes of her 
' Garment.) :This will naturally make' 


and. 


them Fierce, Heady, and Contentious; | 
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nd they will eſteem thoſe Sacrifices to 
tealways beſt, which chey offer to Mars 
1nd Bellopa, Their. Malice and Rage 
will ſcarce be appeaſed, (if they have 
rower) till they are ſatisfied with Fire, 
or glutted with Blood. | 
\As'to che Unity of the Church; it 
fth not conſiſt in the ſame Govern- 
nent, the ſame Diſcipline, and the ſame 
Ceremonies, but in one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, 

The Judgment of that Incomparably 
Kpacious and Learned Chancellor of 
Enlend, my Lord Bacon, will, be 1nfi- 
nitely more regarded in this matter, than 
that of our Letter-Writer : He- tells us 
in.his Chapter De Unitate Eccleſie,” con- 
tained 1n his Sermones Fideles, that 
Quantum ad terminos, Et limites Unt- 
tis ; vera & juſta eorum collocatio mag - 
w prorſus eſt ad omnia in Religione mo- 
wenti, 71,e, The: time and juſt fixing the 
bounds and limits of Unity, - 1s, with-- 
utdoubt, of great moment.in the mat- 
ters of Religion. | i 
And then he takes notice of two 
Extreams, the one of thoſe Bigots, who 
vill hear of rio Pacification :' the other 
e thoſe, who being luke-warm in Re- 


ugion, think all the Articles of it may. 


i be 
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be joyn'd together by middle Wayy 
and Reconciliations. Now both theſe Þ 
extreams (he ſays) are to be avoided; 
which will. be done, fe Capita Religiony 
plane eſſentialia & fundamentalia rite tj. P: 
ſecernantur, & diſtinguantur a Capitibu, 
ue non ſunt ex fide ſed ex opinione proba. 
"1 & intentione ſanita propter Ordinem, | 
& Eccleſie Politiamſancite, 1.e IftheF" 
Heads of Religion, which are plainly eff": 
ſential and fundamental, be duly divi. f** 

ded and diftinguiſhed from thoſe heads F 
which are not of Faith, but probable f 
Opinion, and eſtabliſh'd out of a good FF 
Intention, for ſake of Order and Polity 
of the Church. And afterward 4ifferunt | 
baud parum inter ſe Unitas & Uniformi- 

#45, i, e There's a wide diflerence be- 
tween Unity and Uniformity. | 
But now our Divine will have the 
Unity. of the Church, to conſift not inF 
one Faith, in the fandamental Points | 
of Religion; but in one mode of Wot} 
ſhip; and not to Conform to this one 
mode of Worſhip is Schiſm ; which '# [ 
a Doftrineabundantly coo ſtraight-lac'd Þ. 
and: rigorgas, for a' Catholick and In- |, 
geritous Spirit. Were it not for ſuch 
raſh Zealots/ and Incendiaries , and if þ 

neither ſide aid magnifie the Points'in 
| which 
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[ich they differ, into fo great a bulk, 
# Lo lay the whole weight of Religion 
a them, I ſee no reaſon why the 
wich and Diſlenters might not live 
wether io Peace and Unity, as it they 
4, fre of one Opinion. : 
oþ,! [Tis plain, That Philoſophers, Law- 

ers, Phyſicians, Merchants, Tradel- 
the jen, Husband-men, S's. have different 
c atuments, Opinions and Methods in 
. ſikir reſpective Faculties and Caliings ; 
" i they do not quarrel, and draw up- 
bl. $1 00e another, becauſe they are not ſo 
ood ſonvnate tO have exattly the ſame No- 


How comes 1t to paſs then that Divi- 
ity alone ſhould be of ſo inflaming a 
be. Piture 3 and that Wrath and Contenti- 

a ſhould be Grafted on ſogood a Stock 
the Þ Chriſtianity is ? Is there any the leaft 
in Ptenance givien to DiſſaffeCtions , 
nts Fgudices, and Perſecutions upon the 
ors Punt of Religion, in the whole New- 
ne [ment ? No, Ic teaches every where 
; is [e, Charity , and, Meekneſs. But 
41 Þ- James plainly tells us from whence 
In- Pe: Wars, and. Fightings among us ; 
of Patthey come not from the Chriſtiar 
| if Fracples, but our Luſts, which War 
in our Members. 
I 
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I Write after this manner becaugl 
us plain he looks with an ill, agf 
envious Eye on the Diflenters Indy 
gence :; For in Page 45 Hl asks nhat 
the Peace they thus ſpeak np for ? 
Anſwers, *[is az» Indulgence in thi 
Schiſm, to beallowed to fill their Comy 
ticles, and deceive the People with 
moleſt ation 
Now *tis pity ſuch ſcurrilous Revile 
as he ſhould have any Indulgence a 
all: The Perſecution that hath lightey 
on the Difſenters (1 think ) of riph{gel 
ought to come: upon all ſorts of Bigoui 
as Men begetting Variance and . Dian 
".cord between His Majeſties Lovig 
- Subjects, and endeavouring to diſtun 
the Publick Peace, and Tranquility. Þl, 
. © What a Forehead hath this 
to talk ſo confidently of the Diſſe 
ters. unpeaceableneſs; and yer to di 
cover at the ſame Inſtant ſo mat 
unpeaceable qualities himſelf. 4 
. Let, me here once more cite my Lon” 
Bacon, Certe optandum eſſet ut in omnilſtt: 
circa Religionem Conſiulits ante Oculos Wife 
winum prefigeretur monitum illud Apo 
tre, Hominis non implet Fuſtitiam DeÞb 
Atque ut verum dicaues optime, © Prumn 
rife Obſervarum eſt ak Uno ex Puri ni 
Y Iu 
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, an profunae ſapientie Viro, nec mi- 
Indalye ingenme & ſincere ab eodem prola- 
what dum & cvnlgatum; Eos qui Conſcien« 
? Hilo prems iiſque vim inferri ſuadent 
: thalld ip Dogmate cupiditates ſuas ſub. 
onvalexere , illamque rem , ſua intereſſe pu- 
vithadoe, 5. e It were indeed to be wiſh'd 
hat in all concerns about Religion, 
evilahtat warning of the Apoſtles were 
Ice tad before Mens Eyes ; that the Wrath 
'ghidh Man worketh not the Righteoul- 
ripk{zeſs of -God ; And that we might 
igotffipeak the Truth , it was excellently 
| Difzod moſt prudently obſerved, by one 
ovicdef-the Fathers, a Man of Profound 
iftulfWiſdom, and by the ſame, 1ngeniou(- 
y. |, and honeſtly declar'd, that thoſe 
who adviſe to have Mens Conſciences - 
iſſezpreſs'd, and to have a force put up- 
) dilflen them, do under that notion hide 
manJtheir Luſts, and judge their Intereſt 
| to be concern'd. 
'Lonf” To Conclude, there are two pla- 
nitwſees of Scripture, in Citing of which 
s afic triumphs over the Diſlenters, 
oo a People very highly condemned 
DeJby St. Paul. The one is Rom. 16. 17. 
wah Now I beſeech you Brethren , mark them 
"ri which cauſe Djviſions and Offences , 
[#| contrary zo the Doitrine which vou have 
Learned, and avoid them. Now 
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Now *tis the opinion of Expoſitgf; 
upon this place, that by thoſe who cx rf 
Diviſions, ſuch are to be underfi Ge 
who mixed Ceremonies with the Gol 
pel, and would have the Ritual Law 
Moſes, to beimpoled upon the Gentily 
that were converted to Chriſtianity 
This 1s the Interpretation of Pare, 
Grotius, &c, The words of Grotine are; 
Notat autem hic eos qui cnm ipſt Tudeimy 
eſſent, vocatis Gentibus imponere voleban 
 tegis Moſaice Fugum, contra & precejt 
Chriſti pacem commendantis, & pretty 
tum Apoſtolicum, quod ubique Paulus [et 
vandum. docuit , Acts 16. 4. So that] 
this Text is againſt him. 

. 2. The other Text is in the Epiſtlet) 
the -Coriathiaws, I am of Paul, I amy 
Apollos, 1 am of Cephas. But I ſhall 
ibew that this is little to his purpole 
in the RefleCtions on his Letter about 
Schiſm. | 

Upon the whole, the Church of Em: 
laxd hath no reaſon to look. upon this 
Man as..her Friend, tho” he lies in het] 
Boſom, and eats of her Bread : For le 
is an Enemy to Peace and Unity, and 
there is ſcarce any thing can contribute 
more, to hinder the Diffenters from be 


19g reconcil'd to her Communion, Y 
by , 
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tz Divine in her Orders todip his Pen 


I; and write Invectives againſt 
uy : The methods of Meckneſs and 


Centleneſs are certainly in. ſuch Caſes 
noſt adapted to Humane Nature ; at 
kaftto the Genius of Engliſh-Men, who 
ate to be born down, and trampled og 


{ ather in Church or State. 
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REFLECTIONS. 
2: ON? 


Fetter VL 


" A NOTHER Artifice of Diſlenter 

which he proceeds to ſpeak of in 
this Letter, is their Cenſuring the Ling 
and Aitions of thoſe within the Churt, 
the better to Commend theirs who Diſſent 


rom #t. And herein the beetter to 26 


dorn his Charge ; he ſays they areth: 
followers of the Phariſees, A great pa, 
of whoſe Religion conſiſted in Cenſurin 
the Lives, and ſcorning the Perſons if 
other Mes, 

What a great loſs would this Gen 
tleman have been at, if he had not the 
compariſon of the Phariſee to Bait the 
Diflenters with;*Tis this that Embelliſh 
eth, and ſets forth moſt of his Letter: 
He would not ſpare this Similitude for 
"all the Tropes and Figures of Quits 
lian and Ciceroz and yet he is in truti 
very little beholding to it, becaule 


it doth ſo often turn upon himſelf, - 
| 


'| Tongue tied Men Speak. 
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\ | his Bigotted Party ; an1 Particularly in 
'} this Letter. 


Evil ſpeaking is indeed the moſt 
peneral fault that I know of, amongſt 


| all Parties, and Men; and he that is 
| Tnnocent, let him caſt the frit Stone at 


his Neighbour. Burt, 

Thoſe who have moſt opened their 
Mouths againſt the Church, have been 
(1 take ir)ſuchwho have molt ſuffered 
byit: And it is moreexcuſable 1n ſuch 


| than in others to talk freely ; according 


to the Proverb, Give the loſer leave ro 
ſpeck, For Jails and Fines will make 
And *tis fe- 
vere tocondeman Sufterers for complain. 
ng 

"But how unwiſe 1s1:, to frame ſuch 
Accuſations againſt the Diflenters as 
recoil upon himſelf, and his own fiery 


' Party. For how comman hath ic been 


to Brand them for Men Schiſmatical 
and Seditious, Phanatical, and Phari- 
laical, Hypocritical, and Fradulent, &c. 


'| nd to heapup all the evil they poſſibly 


can in their Diſcourſes againſt them, 
And this Author might juſtly be a- 
ſhamed, and bluſh, if he had any Blood 
n his Veins, and all of it were not 
converted into Gall when he Wrote 
D this 
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this Letter: For almoſt every Line 6f 
his Letter, and Book flies in his Face 
and rells him : 

Turpe eft Dottori cum culpa redarguit 
ipſum. It Preacheth to hing like St. Pay; 
1 how therefore , which Teacheſt another, 
- Teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? 

His whole Book is a ColleRion of 
Slanders, and yet he hath the boldneſ; 
to Write a whole Letter to throw 
them in the Teeth of other Men, 
as if they did intirely Iy at their 
Door. 

But indeed in this Letter he Cenſures 
and Confutes his whole Book, by 
condemning evil ſpeaking, and he 
condemns himſelt as much as the Dif. 
{enters. 

He Cloſes his Letter with places of 
Scripture againſt Cenluring, and Judg: 
10g ; and amongſt the reſt, he Cites 
one which pronounces himſelf to be 
1nexcuſable, viz. Therefore thou art in 
excuſable O Man that Tudgeſt ; for where- 
in thou Fudgeſt another thou Conderneſi 
thy ſelf. 

He alſo cites our Saviour's Words; 
Judge not that you be not Judged; andat 
the ſame time ſets up for a Judge him- 
iclf: And whileſt he is Writing down 
_ Think 
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Thinkeſt thou O Man that FudgeF another, 
thou ſhalt eſcape the Fudgment of God: 
Hehath ſome Judgement and Cenſures 
of his own ready to drop off from the 
Top of his Pen. 

[ cannot but take notice of one thing 
more particularly, which he ſeveral 
times 1n this Letter blames the Diflen- 
ters for; And that 1s, for lamenting, 
and complaining of the Iniquity of the 
Times. | 

But doth it become a Divine to lay 
this at their Charge, when every good 
Man doth the ſame. The Houle of 
Commons hath lately done ir in an 
Addreſs ; The King hath done it in His 
Proclamation for puniſhing Immora- 
lities; And the Societies for Reformati- 
nin London, conſiſting of many worthy 
Members of the Church of Emglard, as 
well as Difſenters, have done the ſame. 
| T have only one thing more to ſay, 
and that is, that "tis the Wiſdom, and 
Intereſt of both Parties to govern their 
Tongues,” to abſtain from evil ſpeaking, 
and to be as ſparing as pollible cf 
their Cenſures and Reproaches. 
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REFLECTIONS 


O N 


Leiter VIE. 


HE Sixth Artifice of the Diſſen- 
ters which he inſiſts on in this 
Letter, 1s, to Stile the Lawful and Wife 
Tajunitions of our Superiors, by the odi. 
ous Nam? of Impoſitions ; a term import- 


than Truth and Juſtice in them. 

One can ſcarce forbear to {mile at his 
Ignorance, in Reading this Letter, 
For he takes the word Impoſution, to 
ſigon:he the ſame as Impoſture. And 
to fancies that ſuch of the Diſſenters 
as have complained of Ceremonies, 
&c, of the Church, under the notion 
of their being Impolitions, have com- 
plained of their being Deluded , and 
Cheated by the Government ; as if the 
Parliament had forged deeds to cozen 
them, or had over reached them in Bar- 
gaining, or put falle Dice upon them 
in Play. | 
That 


ing more of Frand, and double dealing ; | 


gs wa Az KKs os A tba pe mma 


(45) 


That I might not be thought to have 
Milrepreſented him ; you will find him 
ſpeaking the ſame Language 1n ſeveral 
other Places; 'as particularly where 
he ſays, that if they are zold of the un- 
reaſonableneſs of Separation , they fly 
yon us with the miſchief of Impoſitions, 
and rather than own themſelves Schiſ- 
maticks will make their Governors Im- 
poſtors, Fag.62. 

Now what if the Word Impoſter be 
ſometimes uled to fignific a Cheat ; doth 
it therefore follow that the Word 1mpo- 


 frion mult neceſſarily ſignifie Cheating, 
| inſpight of common Uſe, which -1s the 


Maſter of the Mint for Words, and 
their ignification, 

Ar this rate, the Taxes of the Go- 
vernment, which are uſually tiled 
Impoſitions , muſt be accounted Pub- 
lick Frauds: And whenſoever Impo- 
ſitions are laid upon Sugar and To- 
bacco, they are to be reckon'd a 
Parliamentary Cheat upon the Smoak- 
ers, and {weet Lipp'd People : Indeed 
they draw Mony from them, but I hope 
It will not be conſtrued to be by Jug- 
pling, and {light of Hand, I believe 
never any Diſlenter uſed the word in 
this Senſe, and yet a preat part of 
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the Charge, in this Letter apainſ 
them is for Arraigning Kjnz, Lords, and 
Commons 41 Jugglers, and Impoſtors ;, 
as Frauduleat ana donble in their Deal- 
IFS fo | 

Becauic he is {o very ſubjeCt to mil. 
akes, I will tel! him, that the Diſſen« 
ters have undcritood nothing elſe by 
the word Impolitions, than human In. 
junctions in the Worſhip of God. I 
perceive he I:kes the word InjunCtions 
abundaatly better than the other ; tho' 
they are of the ſame Import. 

He tells 1s, tiiat it i fit and reaſons 
ble that all who arc toOfficiate in the Church, 
ſhould give Aſſert, and Conſent, to all that 
is contained, aid preſcribed in the Com 
»0n-Prayer-Book ; This he thinks to be 
a neceſl1ry InjunCtion. 

Bur then, *its great pity that ſince fo 
many are oblig'd to Read the Liturgy, 
that it 1snot ſo accommodated to general 
uſe, as not to contain in ic Matters of 
Scruple and Exception. The enjoining 
unneceſary Terms of Communion, hath 
been from time to time,one of the great- 
c{t miſchicts that the Church hath ſuffer: 
edunder. And theſe unneceſlary Terms 
of Communion do not wholly reſpett 
the Diſſenting Teachers, as he ſuggeſts, 

ut 
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| butthe People too. There being ſevgral 


things in the Church Adminiſtrations 
which they have objected againlt. 

The laſt thing which he takes no+ 
tice of, and which he calls another 
Branch of the Artihice , 1s the ſtiling the 
juſt Penalties of Wholeſome Laws by the 
hateful Name of Per ſecutton. 

Penalties 1n matters Religious deſerve 
no better Name ; *tis a Name that com- 
mon uſe hath given them in all Ages; 
tis no better than a Bu// to call ſuch 
Laws wholeſom, as Impoveriſh and 
Ruin a People, meerly for different 
Sentiments in Religion ; Yea ſuch Laws 
tend to weaken and deſtroy Kingdoms, 
by diſcouraging Induſtry , ſuppreſſing 
Trade, depopulating Countrys; and 
therefore Merchants are generally for 
Liberty of Conſcience. 

Such Penalties are alſo as contrary to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, as they are per- 
nicious to the Kingdoms of Men. The 
Laws of Men that Inflict them are very 
unſutable ro the Laws of Chriftianity ; 
and theres ſo great a variance betwixt 
them, as that *tis impoſſible they 
(hould be Reconciled: 


D 4 R E- 


(48) 


REFLECTIONS 
ON 


Letter VIII 


A Seventh Artifice of the Diſſenters 
which 1s the Subject of this Let 
ter's Raillery, 7 70 keep "oF People in Tons. 
rance of the warure and danzer of Schiſm, 
or elſe 70 feed :hem with wroug Notions and 
Concerts: af i. 

The Ciarge 2 of Schiim hath been the 
great Slot that hath been fo furiouſly 
plaied upon the Diilenters, time after 
time, from the G:and Ba:teries of the 
Preſs an.!?; I! Pits 

But it tiati been done with fo little 
Succe's, that one worid hive thought 
the Officers of this Eccleitafiical Arrille: 
ry, ſhould by this time have given of 
Firing, 

But becauſe this Charge makesa very 
Roaring Noilz in the Earsof lome Men, 
therefore *tis continually proſecuted, and 


puriued. 
Fot 


of 
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For, ays our Author, Schiſm is one of 
the greateſt ſins that can be committed , 
being a tearing in pieces the Body of Chriſt, 
and as far exceeds any other Vice ( the 
in againſt the Holy Ghoſt not excep- 
ted) as rending one Limb from another, 
ic worſe than a corrupt humonr. 

Now all this 15 applied to the Diſ- 
ſnters ; they are guilty of a firſt-Rate 
Gn, ſuch a fin as Adam and Eve com- 
mitted, that had a great many others 
in the Belly of it ; and they are guilty 
of this great ſin, meerly by not going 
to Church. 

And what is yet worſe, he complains, 
That the Diſſenting Teachers doz't 1n- 
frat the People in the Nature of this 
lin of Schiſm, 7. e. tho? they have a dife 
ferent Notion of it from our Divine, 
yet they muſt Preach up his Conceit 
to their People. 

As for inſtance, we may imagine one 
of their Teachers Preaching to the Peo- 
ple, according to his advice, after this 
manner : 

Iam very ſorry to ſee ſo many come 
hither at this time, and upon this oc- 
alion ; . for the Church alone is that 
feruſalem where men ought to worſhip, 
our Fathers having worſhipped there 

| before 


Si # 
before us. 'This Houſe in which 1 
Preach, tho? it be Licens'd or Allowed, 
yet it is not Conſecrated , and in . 
ming hither you are guilty of one of 
the greateſt Sins that can be commix 


ted; you are worſe than Jews, in tear. | | 


107 10 pieces the Body of Chriſt, ang 
rending one Limb from another. [q 
ſeparating trom the Church of Erglany, 
you ſeparate from theCatholickChurch, 
oat of witch there 15 no Salvation, 
I Preach now i1 a Conventicle , in 
a Meeting of Phariſees, and Schiſma- 
ticks. Pernans you have heard or read 
in ſame Books of Divinity , that the 
pure Preaching of the Word of God, 
and due Admini{tration of the Sacrs- 
meats, are Marks of a true Church: 
but tho* you have theſe Marks, yet you 
wart ſome others of great Importance. 
For where 15 your Liturgy, and your 
Eccleſiaſtical Rites and Ceremonies! 
| are theie rings to be found among 
you ? no, and therefore when you are 
weighcd in the Ballance, you will be 
found wanting. Pray conſider what 
the Apoitle iaith, There is one Lora, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, One Lord, that 1s, 
one Lord Bilhop of the Dioceſs. Ont 
Fai:h, which is , that the Cows of 
| ”7- 
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England is the only true Church in 
fyglend, And One Baptiſm, i.e. with 


'| Godfathers, Godmothers, and the fign 


ofthe Croſs.' And where there 1s not this 
omeLord, one Faith, one Beptiſm, there 


[no true Church. And therefore I 


will tell you how it will go with you at 
the day of Judgment, you will be ſent 
out on the left hand amongſt the Goats. 
for the Judge will thus paſs Sentence 


. | upon you, ſaying, Whereas you were 


not of the Church of Exzland, as by 


« | Law eftabliſh*d, were no good Friends 


to the Miler, had no liking to the Sur- 
plice, the holy Garments of my Prieſts, 
did not cauſe your Children to be 
fpnedin Baptiſm with che figure of the 
Croſs: Therefore ye wicked Schiſma- 
ticks Depart from mez Go ye curſed in- 
to everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. 

Now ſuch like ſtuff as this, I ſup- 
poſe our Divine would have the Dil- _ 
ſenting Teachers to Preach to the Peo- 
ple, that they might not keep them-in 
pnorance of the nature and danger of 
Shiſm ; but they delire to be excus'd, 
—_ leſt they ſhould Preach falſe 

rine, 


But 
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But ſince there is-ſo much ado aboyt 
Schiſm ; let us examine alittle into the 
true nature of it , for, *tis poſſible, þ 


might feed himſelf and his People nith 


wrong notion of it, much more than the 


Diſſenters do theirs. 

Now I have often thought, that if 
we would find out the nature of Schiſm, 
the beſt way wall be to enquire what 
ſenſe the word Schiſm bears in the 
New Teitamenr. And TI have been con- 
firmed ia this Thought, by a little Book 
Printed in 169o. Iniituled, 'A brief Ex. 
quiry into the true Nature of Schiſm; 
Or, 4 Perſwaſive 0 Chriſtian Love and 
Charity. By M. H. 

I. £y7uz 15 uſed eight times, and no 
more in the New Teitament. 

I. *Tis twice uſed to fignifie a Rent 
in 4 Garmeat, viz. Matt. 9, 16. Mark, 
21, This is its liceral ſenſe, 

2. Its figuratively uſed for a diviſion 
amono Men, and that either for a divill- 
on meeriy in Opinion or Apprehenſion: 
So its uſed in the 7 John 43. the 9 Fotn 
16. and the 10 Fohz 19. 1n which pla- 
ces, *tis ſaid tnere were Diviſions a- 
mong the People, or Schiſms, as 'tis 
inthe Greek, z.e. ſome thought Chriſt 
to be the Meſſiah, others not ; cans 

Ce 
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teſe ſgnifications of the word do reach 
ur preſent caſe : bur chen it is alſo 
ſed to ſignifie a Diviſion among ſt Men 
i point 0 Afﬀettion : and in this ſenſe 
i; 1s uſed three times in the firſt Epi- 


[iſe to the Corinthians, and no where 


din the whole New Teſtament. 
Now let us conſider theſe 3 places. 
Theft. Is in x Cor. 1. 10. Now 1 be- 


[you Brethren by the name of our Lord 


; [Teſs Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 


. [thing, and that there be no Diviſions or 
 |hilms among you , but that ye be per- 


filly joyned together in the ſame mind, 
ad in the ſame judgment .4.e.as moſt Expo- 
ſtors1nterpret it,in adhering tothe great 
Doftrines of Chriſtianity, without be- 
ng Contentious about ſmaller matters. 

The occafion of this Advice was, a 
conteſt and uncharitable wrapgling in 
the Church of Corinth, abour their three 


i- | Teachers, Paul, Apollos, and Cephas ; 
; | ach of them having a different Party, 


crying him up , and ſpeaking contem- 


. | ptibly of the other ; and this was done 


vith a great deal of heat, ſtrife, and 
uncharitableneſs. 1: hath been declared 
to me, that there hath been contentio:s a- 
mong you, ſays the Apoſtle, verſe rs. 
And this is farther manifeſt from the 


2d 
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2d Chapter, where he tells them lc 


their envying, ſtrife and diviſions, The 
words 535: and e are here uſed, which 
ſhew that this diflerence was attended 
with heat and wrath, and therein 1; 
the great Guilt of it. The Schiſm, « 
Mr. H. obſerves , did not lye in thi 
- That one heard Payl, and another 4 
ppllos, and a third delighted ro hey 
Cephas; but that they facrific'd Chr, 
ſtian Love to this difference of appre 
henfion. Andit ſeems to me the wor 


Di 
In 


may be Paraphraſed thus, Be not {| U 
much divided in your Opinions conf {at 
cerning your Teachers, as to ſuffer youſ ti 
Spirits to be inflamed with Heats an] fot 
Animoſities ; but be of one mind i ſt 


thinking them to be equally the. Mini 
{ters of Jeſus Chriſt, and that ya 
might not ſpeak ſo difterently of then, 
endeavour to entertain a good Opinion 
of them all, and to lay aſide thoſe di 
verifying Thoughts which you hay 
of them, that you might not 1nvolr 
your ſelves in Schiſm, by your diflat 
tections to one another, and your ut 
charitable Conteſts and Strife aþoit 
them. R 

The next place in the Epiſtle to ti 


Corinthians, where the word __ 
DV 
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m &f oſed, is 1 Cor. 11. I8. 1 hear thexe be 
The Divoffons among ou 3 "ris 1a the Greek 
phich PAL 

ndel] Now by the word here canrfot be 
1 ly] meant any ſeparation from another 
n, «| Church ; for its expreſly ſaid, that they 
this| came ropether into one place,v.2o. All that 
ir {lis to beunderſtood then by their Schiſm 
heyſ is, that that they had ſome unchriſtian 
Chril Heats and Quarrels when they came 
ppre| together at the Lords Supper, and their 
ord Feaſts of Love : and *tis probable the 
ot il Quarrels aroſe becauſe ſome came too 
con{ ate, and the others did not tarry for 
youſ them: And this Reaſon may be given 
and] for this Suppoſition, becauſe the Apo- 
id in] tle adviſes them, verle 33. To tarry for 
ind ove another. 

yal _3dly. The third place in this Epiſtle 
hem} Where the word Schiſm is uſed, is 
nio] 1.Cor. 12. 25, That there ſhould be no 
e dif Sthiſm in the body, but that the member s 
hav ould have the ſame care one for another. 
rol] St. Paul had been before ſpeaking of the 
if{aff diverſities of Gifts of one Spirit, and the 
ur] Vartous Members of one Body, and 
bouſ ſhewn that God had ſo temper'd the 
body, that one Member of it was ſer- 
th] VIcaeble to the other, and whether one 
mij Member ſuffers, all the Members ſuffer 
led , with 


i 
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with it, or one Member be honoured 
all the Members rejoyce with it. This 
is ſpoken of the Body Natural, but*tis 
preſently applyed to the Body Spiritual, 
the Church, where the Members do or 
ought to ſympathize with one another, 
And where there is not ſuch Sympa. 
thy among Chriſtians, where they are 
not affected with one anothers Griefs, 
there is the Schi/mz here ſpoken of, For 
ſuch who have not Conpaſhon, have 
not true Chriſtian Charity, and in 
that reſpeCt are Schiſmatical. 

Upon the whole, I obſerve, That 
the word Schiſmz doth in none of theſe 
places {igniie a divided Communion 
trom a Church eſtabliſh'd by Law ; but 
rather an uncharitable altenation of Af. 
fection, and Quarrels among thoſe of 
the ſame Church, about ſmall matters 
1n difference, 

But here he comes on and tells us, 
That if theſe leſſer Differences among 
Members of the ſame Church, be by the 
Apoſtle (tiFd Schiſms; how much mare 
muſt thoſe greater Variances of breaking 
Communion, and ſetting up ſeparate Meets 
ings, be condemrd for ſuch, 


To 


ESy ) 


To which I ſay, 
iſ, That the far greateſt part of che 


Diſſeaters were never in Communion 
of the Church of England, and ſo ne- 
ver broke Communion from her. Here 
fe farther what is {aid in the Reflecti- 
0ns on the frſ# Lezter, on this ſubjef. 

2dly. *Tis not dividing Communion, 
or holding a ſeparate Communion, bur 
Uncharitableneſs in 1t that makes the 
Schiſm,and neither thoſe perſons thatare 
inthe Boſam of the Church, nor thoſe 
out of it can be excuſed from Schiſm, 
if they break the Bonds of Chriſtian 
Love, if they do not hoid the unity of 
the Spirit 1n the bond of Peace , bur 
wrathfully Judge one another, 1n the 
things they differ. And whereas he 
makes Schiſm to be the occaſion of great 
Heats and Animoſities ; theſe Heats and 
—_ are rather the Sciſm it 

The nature of Schiſm therefore con- 
liſting in alienation of Love and AﬀeRti- 
00, upon the account of ſmaller mat- 
ters 1n difference. We are not to be- 
leve, that any Church on Earth hath 
Authority to make any other thing 
0 be Schiſm, that hathh not this in- 
parable; property, or to tack a new 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe to the word, and thereby to in: 
volve People under the phantaſtical 
Guilt of it. 

Or, if another Senſe different from 
what it hath in the New- Teſtament, 
muſt be put upon it, it ſhould not be this 
Jatc one, created within theſe Hundred 
Years, on purpoſe to ſerve a turn againſt 
the Diſſenters : But it ſhould be that 
Senſe which it obtained ſeveral Centu- 
ries ago, For in ſeveral Ages of the 
Church, it hath been uſe'd to fignifie 
a Contentiou of 2 or 3 Perſous about a Bi- 
ſhoprick, and this is neareſt the Original 
Signification of the Word 1n I Coy. ch, 1, 
For here ſome were for Pau!, ſome for 
Apollos, and ſome for Cephas ; and eve- 
ry Biſhop for himſelf : But in this very 
laft there may be'ſome Diſhimulitude in- 
deed. 

Th1s was the Schiſm of the Donatiſts, 
25 I have ſhewn before: It was Orig 
nally a Quarrel about the Biſhoprickol 
Carthage, This was the Schiſm at 4» 
tioch betweeen Meletius, Panſgnnus, and 
Enzoins, And Buſſteres, an Elegant 
Writer, in his Floſc#l: Hiſtorici, at the 
latter end of theBook, draws a Catalo« 
gue of 26 Schiſms, that had been in the 
Church, which are all Quarrels - Bh 
10Ps 
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ſhops and their Parties, about Biſhop- 
ricks: Asthe Schiſm of Novarzen againſt 
Cornelius ; of Felix, and Liberins ; of 
Urſeinus againſt Damaſus, 8&c. And 
this hath been a common Notion of 
cchiſm amongſt Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 


as. 

To proceed, I will ask our Author 
what he thinks of Foreign Proteſtants, 
25 particularly the French, Are they 
Schiſmaticks, 1f they come over, and 
Dwell amongſt us, and do frequeat the 
Diſenters Meetings. It's certain, that 
they are not Schilmaticks in their own 
Country : Will the change of Air make 
them to be ſo here ? If he ſays, that they 
xe Foreigners ſtill, tho? they Live a» 
mongſt us, I'llſuppoſe then they be Na- 
turaliz?d by ACt of Parliament, Will 
ſuch an At of Naturalization zpfo f ado, 
draw the Guilt of Schiſm upon them ? 
Ifit will, then wo be to them for be- 
ing made Ezgliſh-men : For the Devil 
enters 4nito them by Act of Parlia- 
Ment. 

[ have one thing more to take notice 
of in this Letter, and that is, his decla. 
ring again openly for Perſecution. For 
0 the laſt Paragraph, pag. 80. he hath 
tiele words: And yet there is one way 

E 2 1 
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by which the Parliament may rid this Enjl 
viz. Schiſmont of the Land, and that i, 
by removing Schiſmatical Teachers, and 
Suppreſſing Seditions Conventicles. 

Here he tempts our Legiſlators to eq. 
ter on a Dominion over the Conſciences 
of Men,which is at beſt,in the moſt tole- 
rable Conſtruction of it, but a doing 
evil, that good may come of it; and it 
doth very ill become a Divine, who 
ſhould be a Teacher of Peace and good 
Will, to be not only an Advocate for 
Perſecution, but toprovoke Men to et 
it on foot, when tis direCtly contrary 
to the Laws of Chriſtianity. And the 
Experience of Paſt-times hath plainly 
demonſtrated, that Men cannot: be con- 
verted this way. Force may ſometime 
make Hypocrites, but- it never make 
.. true Converts. ' It may change thei 
way of Worſhipping for a time, but ne- 
ver changes their Minds. The new Cor- 
verts (as they are called) in France hay 
notwithſtanding the Dragooning, taken 
all opportunities_to Exerciſe their ol 
Religion ; which ſhews, that the ſame 
may be ſaid of Religion which hati 
been ſaid of Nature, viz. 

Naturam expellas Furca licet , uſqu 


recurret. 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, 25 I have intimated, *cis Bar- 
zrous,, and directly contrary to the 
Goſpel of Peace and Love; it lays the 
Axe tothe very Root ofChriſtianity,and 


*| 5 ready to Hew it down for the Fire. 


Qur Saviour*s Religion is eſtabliſhed on 


*| the Foundation of Love, and he never 


uſed nor encouraged Coercive Method's 
to defend it. His Kingdom was not a 
Kingdom of this World. But O! what 
ity is ic, will our Bigots fay, that it 
jadoot been ſo, that they might have 
had one Argument from Chriſtianity, 
and aſtrong Tron one on their ſide? 

What pity 1s it, that our Saviour, be- 
ſides Evangeliſts, Apoſtles, and Paſtors 
hd not alſo conſtituted Informers, Ap« 
paritors, and Jaylors, as Officers in his 


| Church, that he might have forc'd the 


Jews and Gentiles to believe, whether 
they would or no; and might have put 
Fath and Fetters on them at the ſame 
time, 

But, Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ins by the Word of God, which is the Sword. 

the Spirit, and which hath criumph'd 
orer the Temporal Swords of Empcro: 
and King's; and is the only Weapon to 
mg uſe of to propagate Religion and 

ruth, 
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PenalLaws are uſeleſs to this purpoſz, 
For Fines pay empty Men's Purſes, but 
they will not turn their Hearts; and 
there is no Mittimyus that will make a 
Convert. 


ole, 
but 
and 
ke a 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter XL 


' A Nother pretended Artifice of the 
Diſſenters, (to which our Author 
proceeds in this Letter) is zheir miſtaking 
or miſinterpreting ſundry paſſages of the 
Holy Scripture, whereby they wreſt it from 
the true fake and draw it to ſerve their 
own purpoſe. And here the ſtale Com- 
pariſon of the Phariſee comes on again. 
for (ays he) Herein again they are the 
folowers of the Phariſees , who by their 
falſe gloſſes, and perverſe interpretations 
made yoid the Law of God. 
'Tis very true, that the Phariſees did 
20 to make void the Law of God, by their 


falſe Gloſſes and Interpretations, For 


they Interpreted it after ſuch a perverſe 
manner, as if it gave them liberty to 
eſtabliſh their own Traditions, by which 
they tranſgreſſed the Commanament of God, 
ana Worſbipped in vain, Teaching for Do- 
arines the Commandments of Men. 

KS - But 
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But ſet us ſee what theſe. places of 
Scripture are, which the Diſlenters gg 
milinterpret. The | 


Firft, is Deuteronomy 4. ch. 2. ver, 
Ye ſhall not ada unto the word which I com. 
mand you, neither (hall ye diminiſh ought 
from it, 

Now he will notallow this to be any 
prohibition of Human InjunAions or Im- 
poſitions ; But tells us the plain ſenſe of 
the Word is this: Te ſhall not tranſpref 
the commanaments of God, by doing an 
thing contrary to thim, which is to add th 
them; or by omitting any thing requiredby 
them, which is to diminiſh from them, 

But, that this 15 not zhe plaza ſenſe of 
the Words, 1s evident from this Inſtance, 

 AMaa is brought before a Tuſticeof 
Peace for Swearing: The Jultice tells 
him, that he is accuſed for making an 
addition tothe Law, The Man ſtars and 
'woncers what the Juſtice meanes ;z and 
begins to conlider whether he were &- 
ver a Parliament-man : But then to take 
off his furprize, heis told, that he hath 
done contrary to the Law by Swearing, and 
doing contrary to the Law, is an addition 
zo ?t, and therefore he muſt pay Two 
Shillings for the uſe of the Poor. ; 
==, ; i FI Ry Now, 


— 


w— rw  N Þ- R9 yz -- 


(65) 
Now,according to our Author's plain 
knſe of the Words in Deutronomy, this 
alk of the Juſtice, would be very Wiſe 
.nd Prudent : But all Men know, that 
ho the Oath be in event an addition to 
the Poor, yet it is none 4t all to the Law. 
For at this rate every Swearer and 
Drunkard would be a Legillator, 

Nor is the omitting to do- what the 
Law requires, 4rminiſhing of theLaw.Fos 
if, Conttable or Tithing-man omits to 
dowhat the Law requires : I hope the 
Law it felf doth not loſe any thing in 
weight by it. For if it ſhould; many 
{uch diminiſhings would in time amount 
to a Repeal ; and the non-obſervation 
of it would (ipſo faFo) abrogatey and 
deftroy,it ſo that our Author's Interpre- 
ration looks like a Phariſaical Gloſs, and 
whatis become now of the plain ſenſe of 
the Word, 


Secondly, Another Text made uſe of 
by the Diſſenters (as he ſays) is Fer. 7. 
31. They built the high places of Tophet to 
burn their ſons and their daughters in the 
fre, which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my heart. 

Now, ſays he, which I commanded 
them not, is thus to be underſtocd ; 
wich I had forbidden them. *Tis 
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"Tis certain, that what the Peopleare 
herecondemn'd for doing, was forbid. 
den them : yet this doth not hinder i 
from being an offence for not being com. 
manaed, as well a5 it was for its being for. 


bidden. For Guilt in ſome caſes, may | ,, 


ariſe both ways. 


Thiraly, As to his 3d Text in Foſ.7.13, 
Concerning the accurſed thins. 1 never 
knew theText cited by any Difſentersin 
their own particular favour. But if any 
one of them hath interpreted it 1n that 
manner which he relates, ſuch an Inter- 
pretation ought not to be imputed tothe 
Diſſenters in general, no more than the 
many miſinterpretations in the Book, 
called, The contempt of the Clergy, are 
tobe faſtned on the whole Church Af. 
{embled in Convocation. 


Fourthly, Thelaft Text which hepre. 
tends hath been abuſed by theſe Interpre 
ters, is inthe x Cor, 10. 32. Give 20 of- 
fence tothe Jew, nor the Gentile, mor to 


the Church of God, In which Words, he | 


tells us, The Apoſtle exhorted the firſ 
Chriſtians to walk ſo warily and inoffenſrot- 
ly, 4s not to hinder the converſion of any, 
that neither Jew nor Gentile might bt 


kept 


Nl, chef 
of from embracing Chriſtianity, oy 
wt their Enmity and Oppoſition 4- 
wirftit. And ſo far I will allow him to 
tein the right. ; 
And for this, I hope he will be ſo Civil, 
5 to allow me by comparing theſe 
Words with the Context, to add this ex- 
plicatory Paraphraſe. There are ſome 
amongſt you of the Church of Corizzh, 
who Eat Meats which have been Sacr1- 
cd to Idols; which tho* it may be in 
zeneral Lawful, the Idol being nothing, 
and that which is offered to it being. 


* | neither SanQtified nor Polluted by it, yet 


it isnot expedient, becauſe it will Scan- 
dlize others. 

Therefore give no offence to the Few 
this way, whoſe Converſion will be hindred 
by thinking thou Worſhippeſ# Idols ; nor 
tothe Gentile, who will alſo believe,that 
thou art an Idolater with him, tho* thou 
pretendeſt to the Worſhip of the only 
Living and True God ; zor to the Church 
of God, who might have their Faith 


. waakned by it, and may ſome of them 


be hereby provoked to deſert the Chri- 
ſian Aſſemblies. Tn this therefore, and 
1 other things which are Indifferent, 
conſult the good of others, and do not 
obltruQt the enlargement of the Church, 
hindring 
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hiadring ſome from coming into it. 
and: ſhutting others out of it, by tif} 
ly adhering to matters of inditferens 
CY. 
And whereas our Author makes very 
light of diſcontenting or aiſpleaſing other, 
in this reſpect, as if the words had no 
eye at all to that, he was ſo much in 
haſt that he would not give himſelf 
time to look to the next verſe, which 
in part Som_—_ the former, where 
the Apoſtle ſubjoins his own Example 
as an Argument to perſwade them 
not to give offence. Even as I pleaſe 
all men in all things, ſays he, not ſkin 
mine own profit , but the profit of many 
that they may be ſaved. 

Since therefore the Church of Exy- 
lind doth acknowledge ſeveral things 
in its Worſhip to be indifferent ; this 
| Rule of the Apoſtle ſeems in Equity 
and Reaſon to extend to her. And *tis 
great pity that thoſe —_— which are 
not Eſſential to a Chriſtian Church 
ſhould be retained, and pertinaciou{ly 
inſiſted upon, to the excluſion of {6 
many Thouſands, that would be other- 
wile joined in Communion with her, 


and would ſtrengthen her againſt A- 


theiſts, ' Infidels and Deiſts, Nothing 
ET 1- b- would 
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. . | yould be more for her honour, than 


of | @ expreſs her Charity (ſo renown'd 
' | z Vertue- of the Chriſtian Religion, 
n ſome Pacificatory Alterations ; and 
nothing would more tend to her Safe- 
than to enlarge her Pale, and wi- 
en her Fold ; this would be her Decss 


& Tut amen. 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter XN 


I ' A Nother Artifice of the Diſſenter 0 

H \ co uphold their Schiſm, is, bes 

lays, to promote the Intereſt of the Pary. 

and 10 confine the Offices of Rinaneſs ail}, 

| Charity to thoſe of their own Set, This Y 

was likewiſe (he tells us) the way of, 
the Phariſees (tor he doth not yet thigh 

*' the Compariſon Threadbare) of whanlj, 

| our Saviour obſerved, Mat. 5. 46, 41 

| That they would oaly ſalute their om[y; 

Brethren, and do good to none but ſud h 

as did good to themy meaning, That thy (x 

made thoſe of their own Sect the ſoak] ;x 

Objects of their Courteſie and Benebf y 

_— CENCE. pr 

| Charity ought not indeed to be conf 

fin'd to a Party; it is of a generou 

bountiful and benificent nature. Aol] gf 

therefore this Man hath a Face «| 

Braſs to recommend the Offices of y 

ne( 
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wdCharity, and yet to ſpeak aloud 
a Fines 6 Yeples and Baniſhments, 
tat are ſacontrary to the Principles of 
(hriſtian Love. Is it an office of kind- 
ls to my Neighbour to plunder him 
4 | [ef his Goods ? 1s it an office of Cha- 
e [ity to put him into a Priſon ? Is it a 
of my love and good-will to him 
© [oy make him a Vagabond, and an Ex- 
entenj74 Man? our Author ſhould therefore 
S, left have caſt out the Beam out of his 
Parton eje that he might have ſeen clearly to 
ſs, Wl heve caſt the mote out of the eyes of others. 
Thyf you know to whom this Advice was 
'ay dl rmerly given. 
many It would have been abundantly more 
vhonſ iu and reaſonable, to allow the Dil- 
» 47{{enters to complain firſt of want of 
* MW Findneſs and Charity, who have ma- 
* ſad] o5 of them Smarted under the ſeverity 
they of the Laws : But for ſuch fhery Bigots 
© fob f his Principles, to reproach Men for 
ene] yant of Charity, is juſt like a Mans re- 
proving Swearing with an Oath in his 
COM Mouth. - 
701 But he is willing to give youa Taſt 
#309 of the Diſſenters ways of Charity, in 
© Of one or two. —_— 


' Iſt, One 
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r{t. One thing is, their Trading withis 
themſelves , and thereby upholding they 
own Party. But | 


Firſt, If this ſhould be granted to he 
true, there is no doubt ro be made, 
that it is in a great meaſure owing to 
to the enatting and executing Penal 
Laws, in matters of Religion ; for when 
Mea lye expos'd and obnoxious to Suf- 
ferings from a different Party, they will 
neceſlarily be ſhy in point of Commerce 
and Communication with them ; and 
it cannot be otherwiſe. And, *cis pro- 
bable, That Perſecution hath been ve- 
ry Injurious to this Nation, in creating 
Jealouſies of one another, and break: 
| ang the Bonds of Love and Correſpon: 
dence, that thoſe who are Bigots on 
each ſide, are apt to look upon one 
another as perſons of a diſtinct Spe- 
+ Cles or Kind. | 

Secondly, This Gentleman will ne 
ver give over objeCting ſuch thing 
againſt the Diſſenters, as may be & 
fairly retorted on the Church : for, d 
not its Members Trade within themſelus 
as much as the other. 

Thirdly, *Tis not ſo generally true 
as he apprehends it to be, That the 
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Niſſenters do thus [rage within them: 
ver, there are ten thouſand Inſtances 
0 the contrary. And after all, if the 
Diſſenters are ſuch Men as he repre- 
fats chem to be, v/z. given to Cheat. 
ing, it might be for the Churches In- 
zzreſt to have them Trade within them- 
ſelves. But 


2dly. Ancther thing which 4iſco- 
vers their want of Charity, x (he tells 
us) their making Matches , which they 
veperally do within the Tribe, not only to 
teep up the old Stock, but to breed a new 
Race of Diſſenters. | 

lam glad to ſee he is ſo good na- 
tur'd to allow of- Marriages between 


\| the two Parties: But Icannot imagine 


low a Man of ſuch dividing and rigo- 
rous Principles ſhould like it heartily, 
That the Sons of the Church ſhould 
Wed the Schiſmatical Daughters of the 
Conventicles, & wice verſa; eſpecially 


lnce they may be in danger of being 


made Proſelites, and ſo be in danger of 
Damnation : or at leaſt, one goes to the 
Church and the other to the Conven- 
tice, which he can by no means ap* 
prove of in one place of his Book : 
belides, T wonder that he 1s not Jonny 

F OH! 
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of ſuch Matches, that they will pro. 
duce a Mungrel Race of Latitudinayi. 


ans, or Eccleſiaſtical Trimmers ; an 


Amphibious ſort of People, that will 
go to Church and Conventicle t00; 
and whom he hates as much as he 
doth the Diſſenters themſelves. And 
then there 1s one thing more -confides 
rable, which 1s, Thar the Courtſhip 
15 not like to be carried on with much 
ſucceſs, becauſe the Phanatick Gentle- 
man Courting the Church Lady, doth, 
according to- his deſcription of him, 
look ſo demurely, ana talk ſc Religiouſy, 
pretend to ſo much light and knowledge, 
ana purer Ordinances, and cenſure the 


Lives and Ations of the Members of 


the Church, and comMain of the Impoſiti- 
oas or Impoſiures of the Government, 
that his Miſtriſs will not be very kind 
to him for this reaſon. 

But now I think on't, he tells us, 
That this 1s the way of making Profe. 
tites, and if ſo, this may be the beſt 
way of Courting ; and ſo he may 
gain a Spouſe and a Convert at the 
{ame time. 

Wherefore, *tis ſomething ſtrange, 
That fo thorow-pac'd a Bigot as our 
Author, ſhould have the leaſt liking 
[9 


SY 


0 ſuch Matches. One would rather 


" -| imagine, that he ſhould reckon Fana- 


xcilm amongſt the Impediments of 
Marriage, and that it ſhould be againſt 
his Conſcience to publiſh the Banns of 
Matrimony between one of the Church, 


and a Diſlenter. 
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REFLECTIONS 
ON 


Leiter Xl. 


| E proceeds in this Letter to ac: 
4 Þ quaint us, That another Artifce 
of the Diſſenters to ſupport their Schiſm, 
7s, their working upon the weakneſs, the 
wilfulneſs, and the diſcontexts of the Pegs 
ple, to ſerve their own ends npon them; 
which Artifice, he tells us, hath three 
Branches, which muſt particularly be 
laid open. 

The firſt 15, their working 1p0n the wenk 
neſs of the People, and making uſe of thei 
T2norance to betray them. 

*Tis very natural for Men, whoare 
wiſe in their own concelt, to triumph 
and crow over others who differ from 
them, as Iznorant and Weak, They fan 
cy themſelves to be Giants in Under 
tanding, and that thoſe round about 
them, who are not exaQly of the ſame 
mind, are ail Dwarfs and Pigmes; 
And whillt they are taking meaſures 

other 
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«her Mens Abilities with a Span, they 
ire ſo bloated with an Opinion of their 
own Parts, that they ſwell beyond 
Knowledge of themſelves: they ere& 
1n Infallible Chair, and Dogmatically 
rals Sentence upon all that are of dit- 
ferent Seatiments , as Men wholly out 
of Favour of Apollo ; as1t indeed they 
had impropriated Wiſdom, and had ta- 


*| ken out a Patent from Above, for the 


ſole Uſe and Exerciſe of a good Un- 


derſtanding. 
But a Man that is Truly wiſe, and 


*| cot Foppiſhly ſo, z. e. in his own Con- 
| ceit, will be ſo Jealous of his own Un- 


derſtanding , as to eſteem himſelf and 
all Mankind beſide fallible ; and ſo will 
not run away with a Whim, That he 
and his Party are 1n the Light, and all 
that differ from him are be-nighted , 
and in ſuch palpable darkneſs, that 
they cannot ſee their Hands before 


| them. 


In one of his Letters he makes the 
Diſlenters to be the great pretenders to 
Light and Kpowledge; but here he is 
willing to change places with them ; or 
at leaſt to imitate them, and ſet up for 
an Oracle himſelf, 


| 
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Our Author will not let the Female 
Sex it ſelf eſcape, but falls foul on them, 
for he ſays, 7 he followers of the Diſſen. 
ters conſiſt chiefly of the weakey Sex, who 
are led more by Fancy than Fudg ment, 

\ This is an unmerciful RefleCtion on 
that Sex ; and he did well to concea] 
his Name, for no doubt he would have 
come, and that deſervedly, under the 


Diſpleaſure of the Ladies, if he had 


publiſh'd 1t. 


But in truth, ſo far as I have obſerv'd, | 


there is the ſame proportion of Men to 
the Women, in the Meeting - Houle 
as there is 1n the Church; So that this 


is a Whim, and fo is his inconſiderate 


talk of the Diſſenters working upon the 
wilfulnefs and diſcontents of the People, 
This Gentleman ſeems to be trow 
bled with the Hypocondriack Malady ; 
and the Sons of Eſculapixe tell us, that 
this Diſtemper uſes to affect the Brain, 
where it produces unaccountable Suſpr 
cions, Jezlouſies and Conceits, which 
fome call Whims, others Maggots : 


And therefore before this Divine writes: | 
any more Letters, he would do well 


to go to Tunbridge for a Quarter of 
Year to Drink the Waters ; and when 
the ObſtruQtions of his Spleen are 0- 


pen'd, 
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zen'd, the Maſs of Blood ſweetn'd, and 
the Animal Spirits reduc'd into good 
Order, 'tis poſſible he might write with 
more Charity, and a great deal more 
Truth; for the Vapours ſeem to have 
rrevail'd ſo much upon him, that he 
delivers a great many things by a Fi- 
pure of Speech, that would be call'd 


| a Lye, if it were not excus'd by the 
Deliriurss of his Head. 
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Letter XII. 


[ E proceeds to complain 1n this 
Letter of another 4-tifice of. the 
Diſſenters t9 1u0hs ld their Schiſm, which 15 4 
prezence to Chriſtian Liberty . Wherein 
bs fays, 4 hey tread exactly in the wery 
ſteps of the Fatiſts, who call for Liberty, 
th? the aſetves will grve nowe; yea they 
herein n0t only follow the Steps, but 44 
the Part and promote the very deſins of the 
Papiſts. . For, aid not the Rowan Cath. 
licks ſtruogle "RE" for this Liberty meerly to 
bring about their ova ends? And is it mt 
well bo vn how the Diſſenters joyned with 
them in their endeavour of taking off the 
Penal Lsips and Teſt, which would .have 
Unidermined the Reformation , and Eſta 
bliſhed Popery. 
Libyrty, in matters of Religion, 1s 
{o juſt a Right of Mankind, that 1 {up- 
ole the Diflenters arenot much aſham'd 
£9 be compared with the Papilts ia call- 


ing 
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ing for 1t. 'Tis a much greater ſhame 
nd diſhonour to ſome Bigots of the 
Church, that they are like the Papiſts, in 
ing unwilling to grant 1t 

Andif the Presbyterians have former- 
ly been guilty, as he intimates, of the 
me Fault: I believe their Succeſſors 
will not juſtifie them in it, And it's 


| time for all to renounce this Inhumane 


method of falling foul on the Con- 
ſciences of Men, who are only ac- 
countable in this matter tothe Higheſt 
Tribunal. 

As to their Behaviour in the time of 
King James: Nothing can be more 
diſiogenious, and ill-natur'd, than to 
Reproach them for eadeavouring to take 
of thoſe Laws, which they thought did 
not favour much of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; and by which they had ſuffered, 
and been hurted ; and by which *twas 
poſſible they might ſuffer again, Hu- 
mane Nature 1s very tender, and will 
embrace all opportunities to ſecure its 
ce, in ſpight of Politicks; And I be- 
leve any other Party would in their 
Circumſtances, have been Enemies to 
thoſe Laws which had been Enemies to 
them, and might in proceſs of time be 
0 apaia, 

But 
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But of all Men, *cis 1nexcuſable jn ol 
the profeſſed Advocates for Perſecution, |! 
to throw this 1n their Teeth, that they zpp0 
tryed when they thought they had a1 
good opportunity to Repeal theſe Laws, |** 
which our Author and his fellow Bipots|®! 
would have to be kept up, and be in|”, 
Force for ever againſt them. f 
| He comes on to take notice of zÞ 
Plea of the Diſſenters for Chrift4ay 
Liberty, which is taken from the di- nd 
rection of the Apoſtle to the Galatians, ot 
ch. 5, v. 1. where he adviſes them # j ; 
ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt |* 
had mage them Free, and not be en- 
tangled azain with the Toak of Bon- W 
aage. Ju 
Now, tho? it be granted that this 0 
Liberty of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks; 
doth bear more immediate reſpect to, 
the Ceremonial Law of Moſes: Yet |* 
why might it not be Conſtrued to 
extend in Reaſon and Equity, to all 
External Rites and Obſervations of 
the like Nature ? Eſpecially ſince 'twas |, 
manifeſt our Saviours defign was to 
Eſtabliſh the moſt Spiritual Worſhip, 
and to Refine it from material Repre- 
ſentations. And if He hath free'd 
the Church from this Obligation of 
obſer- 


e in 


Fo. ppointment of God Himſelf. The Ar- 
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3ſerving thoſe Rites as were Inſtitu- 
ed in the Jewiſh Church, by the 


ent ſeems the ſtronger for a Li- 
terty , as to all other Rites which 


*[.renot of,a Divine but Humane SanQi- 


00, 
And it was, for want of ſanding 
if in this Liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
wut them Free: That the Dominion, 


- [1nd numerous Rites and Superſtitions 
of the Church of Rowe ſpread fo vaſt- 


h and generally, over Europe, and in- 
ded our own Country ; that we were 
athralled in a Toak of Bondage, like 
the Jews; and were under a Foreign 
[unidiction. 

'Tis true indeed, the Rites of the 


[Church of Ezg/and are very few, in 


Compariſon of thoſe of the Jews, and 
Romiſh Church ; but theſe few being 
ktained, ſeem to ly as a Foundation 
or Neſt Egg for more. 

And Archbiſhop Lad and his Crea- 
tures, endeavoured to add to this 
Foundation; And other conſiderable 
ferſons in the Church of England have 
attempted a Coalition with the Church 
of Rome, upon mutual Condeſcenſions, 
# Is made evident in a Book called 
Celeuſma, 


( 34 ) 
Celeuſma, or, Clamor ad Theologos His 
rarchie Anglicane, &c. and alſo in My. 
Baxters Book againſ# Foreign Juriſ. 
aict ion. 

* And Dr. Thornaike hath exprelly 
© ſaid , that if the Pope would Re. 
* nounce the Authority of exempting 
© the People from their Obedience dye 
* to Princes; and would keep him. 
© ſelf within the bounds of the Pa. 
« triarchſhip; and look to the Execution 
© of his Cannons: Then the with 
* drawing from the Church of Rom 
« would be Schiſm; if we ſhould re 
« fuſe to joya wiihit. In the Bookdf 
Weights and Meaſures, p. 285. 

And ?tis provabls that the oppoſiti 
on that hath been made to the Intro 
duction of Ceremonies, and other In 
novations in the Reign of King Charl 
the x//. hach contributed to hinder 
the multiplication of them ; and dif 
courage the bold attempts of ſome, 
who had rather Unite with the Church 
of Rome than with the Proteſtant Dib 
{enters. 

'Tis the Intereſt both of the Church 
and State in Exz/and, to keep as wide 
from the Church of Rome as poſſibly 
they can; and ſo to retain no Sp 
mel 


cum am C., >» CE» — = = 


Pon =. 5 


s Hie: 
'I'Now fo long as Humane InjunCtt- 
gi0-matters of Religion are favour'd 
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#00f it's Polity, bur what isabſolute- 
precelſary. 


xd patroniz'd , there ſeems to be no 
god Security againſt a fruitful propa- 
0n of them when occaſion ſhall 
Pe For the ſame Authority that 
# created or conſtitvted External 
lites, and enjoyned unneceſſary Things 


lathe Worſhip of God, binding, and 
'[imly obliging to the Uſe of them, 


my alſo multiply them z» z:finitum, 
o it will be difficult to aſhgn the Ve 
ultra. 

But the beſt way to prevent this, 


; | {ms to be the Advice of. the Apoſtle, 


lund faſt in the liberty, &C. 


| But now our Author hath a very 


frnge conceit, That 7o take off Obeat- 


p| ene 13 indifferent things, doth not eſta. 


ſb but infringe the Liberty of the Peo- 


This 1s as if a Man ſhould have two 


| Xrvants, Jack and Tom. He commands 


jak conſtantly to frequent his Pariſh 
Church ; but as for Tom, he lays no 
ch Obligation upon him, but he may 
80 to Church, or Conveaticle, as he 


| Prales, Now which think you of theſe 


two 


(36) 


two is moſt at his Liberty ? why, I" 
cording to our Author, it muſt be Ju [® 
becauſe he being bound conſtantly tf" 
his Pariſh Church, is in no manner 4} 
priv'd of the better way of ſfervig® 
God. But as for Tom, his Obedieng 1h 
in theſe indifferent Things being takal?/ 
off, his Liberty is iofring'd, and that jp J 
2 ſtrange manner too, wiz. by the ven]. * 
granting it ; and the Conſequence of 
this is, That tho? there hath been if 
Law made in behalf of Diſſenters, whidſ! 
hath commonly been called, The 48Þ! 
for Liberty of Conſcience , yet Peopk bf 
have been generally miſtaken in calling” 
it fo. For ſince this ACt takes off 04" * 
bedience in jndifterent Things, it dotl,” 
not eſtabliſh but infringe the Libery n 
_ of the People : ſo that the poor Diſſes ” 
ters have no Liberty yet, and tt ſhoulf N 
ſeem do only flatter themſelves withz FO 
fancy of it. 6 
For it follows from what he ſays inÞ,* 
this Letter, That Chriſtian Liberty cou[** 
liſts in being bound. up to one wayd 
Worſhip, and that the beſt, which mut 
be ſuppoſed to be that of the Churd 
of England. | 
Bur this Gentleman hath two String 
to his Bow, that if one of rhem ſhout 
F un 
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luckily break, the other might ſerve 
[a & jis Turn 3 for pag. 112. He lays down 
/ " anther Notion of Chriſtian Liberty ; 
'y k ind that is, Men have a Liberty of Judg- 
: ml ent about the Nature of the Indifferent 
- Things enjoined, ſo as mot to take them to 
taker Matters neceſſary for Salvation, but on- 
we for Diſcipline and Order ſake. 
_ Fee here the great Priviledge of the 
_y Members of - the Church ; they have 
ie true genuine Chriſtian Liberty, i. e. 
ohi v, think that ſeveral things in their Wor- 
e 4a}, are not matter 's neceſſary to Salvation. 
copkſ [ am ſure the Sons of the Church 
ul vil not be very proud upon this Chriſt#- 
F 00" Liberty, for the Diſlenters have of- 
aþÞ3 enjoyed it 1n Gaol: but what a 
yer lantom doth he make of Chriſtian Li- 
aſſes. [ty 5 He confines it to the AQt of 
ayÞ* Underſtanding, hangs it up in the 
itha[/1oughts, that it is near Allied to the 
Metaphylicians Exs ratiove , and hath 


ys aſc more ſubſtance in it than a Spe- 
UM, 
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REFLECTIONS 


Letter X11: 


me 
A Nother Artifice of the Diſſentes|iht 
to keep up their Schiſm, is, by] 
ſays, a pretence to better means of Eji|(Mi 
cations This is a Device occaſioned l ke 
the Ignorance of the People, and cheriſl| 
in them by the Subtilty of their Teacher Edi 
They cannot Edifie they tell us , in th 
Church as in the Conventicle , and thy ſu 
profit more by the Sermons of the onetha in 
they can by the other. . |& 
I Queſtion whether a bare pretew|Mt 
to better Eaification, without other Rex 'T 
ſon, will continually Juſtifie a Man io} 
leaving one Teacher to hear another!] /* 
for ſince there are ſo many degrees 
the profitableneſs of Sermons, and bh 
various the Opinions of People can? 
cerning them. This Principle is, as|k 
lays, A Principle of great Giddineſs ai 
Inconſtancy, It, 


Bu] th 


("39 ) 
But on the other Hand, where « 
Kan hath conceived a prejudice againſt 
tis Teacher, a Camel might as ſoon 

through the Eye of a Needle, as 
jo 2 Man's Doctrine enter into the 
I] Heart of one {o prejudiced. And there 
"|:r ſeveral Caſes 1n which it is not 
neerly the Fault of the People that 
-nten| they are not Edified, but of their Teach- 
5, b;[«5, in_part at leaſt. And as to the 
"F4;| mater of Edification 1n general ; Ic 
ed j|ems that no Man can be fo proper a 
riſa Judge of it as himſelf, whether he 
cheri| Edifies by this Preacher moſt or ano- 
z tþ|ther; though our Author pretends to 
' ehyl ge, That there is better Edification 
ethy|in the Church than in the Conventi« 
- |d&,and without doubt, the other Mem- 
etexg| bers of the Church think the ſame : 
Rex|that here they come into the ſame 
an jt] Fredicament with the Diſſenters, in 
ther!] etnding to better means of Edification, 


exit] that methinks this matter might be , 
nd 6 Vell enough, accomodated, if each Par- - 


con-|!) will be content to enjoy their "own 

as It Thoughts about the beſt means of Edifi- 

5 al #07, and not boaſt and quarrel about 
It 

| but now our Author will not allow 

Bulle Diſſenters to have any good means 

| G | 
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of Edification at all, For he gives Ont, 
That they take the fond Opinions ,' and 
«ff Aid Phraſes of a Party, for the beſ 
means of Edification. 

As to fond Opinions, if he means þ 
* them, the Articles and Dottrines of FA 
Church of England. The Diſſenting 
Teachers have . Subſcribed them, and 
indeed Preach according to them, 1 
15pe he doth not begin to diſlike the 
 Dofrines of* his own Church, becauſe 
they are the Opinions and Sentiments 
of the Diſlenters. 

As to affected Phraſes ; *Tis poſſible 


{52e may uſe them both in Church. 


1714 Conventicle. Thers is a large Ca- 
:2logue- of them, in the Contempt of 
::e Clergy, and a great part of them 
1125 at the Churches Door. 

He proceeds to tell us, That the Dy/- 


enters miſtake the falſe Heats of Fancy 


or the true warmth of the Heart. 
Thus he talks as if he had felt the 

Puiſe of all the Diſſenters Hearts, and 

 *cund them to be as cold as @ Stone, 


But thus to know how it 1s with Mens 


Hearts throughcut the itingdom, 1s cer- 
tainly a great piece of Skill; and he 
mult either be a Witch or a Fortune- 


Teller, as people ſpeak. 
Now 
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Now he amplifies upon this, by tel- 
ling Us, Thac they are deluded by a 
mhing Tone, ſolemn Looks, and wehe- 
mnt Afton. 

[| wiſh he had told us what Toes, 
looks and Aftions are moſt Canoni- 
cal, | 

Tho? I am as little a Friend to Af- 
fation in Tones, Looks and Aions as 
any Man, yet I muſt obſerve, That 
thoſe who Write of Rhetorick and O- 
nfory, do not only allow, but preſcribe 
Rules for the Behaviour of the Speaker, 
in each of theſe things. And it well 


[enough becomes a Miniſter to conſider 


what Modulation of the Voice, what 
Aſpect, and what Geſtures are (within 
the compaſs of Decency) moſt proper 
to quicken the Attentian, and enliven 
the AﬀeCtions of his Auditory. There 


-[s no doubt that a loud Voice (if a 


Man be Maſter of it) will do more to 
keep the People” awake and liſtening, 
than a low and Spiritleſs one 3 and if 
t be varied- with proper Elevations , 
nd ſuitable Bboreflions, Oc. as occaſi- 
0 requires ; not only will the Rules 
of Oratory, but Experience alſo, ſpeak 


br its Uſefulneſs, and ſhew that it is 


rdinarily more profitable than an Even 
| G 2 and 
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and - Uniform ſound throughout , 
whole Sermon. 

\There is alſo very much in the Af. 
peFt or Looks, if a Man can commang 
them, and doth not ſhame. facedly ſuf. 
fer them to be commanded by the Ay. 
ditory. 

And as to Aion, I have ſeen ſome 
Writers of Oratory direct the Motion 
of Hands, Arms and Fingers, almof 
to a degree of Mimickry. Without 
doubt there is a great Advantage in 
'the ordering theſe Circumſtances a- 
\ right, ſo as to keep within the Bounds 

of” Decency, and not to paſs within 
thoſe of an uncouth AﬀeQation; ' for 
no, Miniſter is obliged to ſtand in the 
Pulpit like a Statue, that you can ſcarce 
know whether he be Preaching or.no, 
but by the faint Motion of his Lips. 


To conclude, I know not whether 


our Divine be ſo competent a Judgein 


this matter of Edification , as that his 
Cenſures on the Diſſenters ſhould pals 
without Controul. If he Preaches as he 
Writes, I think *tis very little to Edr 
fication, 


R E- 
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REFLECTIONS 


[Letter NIV. 


[THe Laft Artifice which he-pre? 


# tends the Difſenters make uſe of 
to Propagate their Schiſm, is, Their 
Sitting #p, and encouraging little private 
boos of Philoſophy, to prepare and 
qulify Perſons for the boliing of Con- 
venticles. 

' He takes it all along for granted, 
that the Diffenters are guilty of 
Shim, and here he brands their 
Schools for being Nurſeries of it : But 
if his former talk about Schiſm and 
(& t in it, there 
will be the leſs found in this Letter can- 
cerning their Schools. 

The Two Univerſities are indeed 
Renowned Seminaries of Learning : 
But why ſhould they be made Monopo- 
lies of it? Is ing ſo Tender a 


Plant that it will. not thrive out * 
the 
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the Soil, and Air of Oxford, and Cay 
. briage. - 

He tells us, p.'126. That ſomething | 
done in the Private Schools like th, 
Aniverſities, tho" for tie moſt part y 
very little Purpoſe. And he calls it, in 
the next Page, A ſmattering in Learn. 
ng. 

| "put doth he think that Philoſophy 
is Confin'd, and Circumſcrib'd in 


Colledges as-in Enchanted Caftle| - 


and that ſhe never goes . abroad to 
take the Air; but only favours ſuch 
who viſit her Magical Palaces? Art 
Ariſtotle, Gaſſendus and ys: dife 
ferent Books out of the Univerſities 
from. what :they 'are there? Or, att 
they more difficult to be underſtood? 1; 

there a Charm, or Spell come 
them, that when they are Lod Tin 
Private Schools they do not viel out 
their Notions? Or is there a Cramp 
upon Mens Underſtandings, that. they 
have no Uſe of ' them 1n Studying 
thete? | 
He. ſeems willing to admit the Tu 
tors in' theſe Private Schools to be Men 
of Learning ; and if it be added to 
this, that the Papils have alike Books, 
* like LeAures Read them, alike In: 
| duſtry, 
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luſtry, alike Exerciſes; what ſhould hin- 
Jr them from having alike Learning 
vith the Gentlemen of the Uuiver- 
ies! 

on here's the miſchief of it : He tells 
vs, that ehey Erect theſe private Semina« 
ries, againſt the moſt Renowned Univer- 
ſties, meerly to qualifre them to keep up pri- 
vate Conventicles, againſt the beſt Eſta- 
tiſh'd Charch in the Chriſtian World. 


- Butif the ſame Philoſophy be taught 


in theſe private Seminaries,, as in the 
Renowned Univerſities, and the ſame 


Divinity in the private Conventicles, 
8s in the Efabliſhed Church ; then theſe 
private Seminaries and Conventicles one 
would think, ſhould be rather eſteem- 
ed Partners with 'the Univerſities and 
Crch, than Aliens and Enemies : And 
(o perhaps it would be, if Bigotiſm 
did not too much Prevail, 

+He hath a mind to conſider in Par- 
fular theſe-Three Things, viz. the 
Maſters, Scholars, and Learning of theſe 
private Academies. 


*| As to the Maſters and Scholars : 


tle tells us, that the Firſt Teach, 
and the Second are Tanght Schiſm. 
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Sehiſm is the Burden of the Som 
thro | . 
the Burden of the Reader of it toy. 
And yet Mr. Hales of Eazon-Colledge, 
a very Learned Man of his own 
hurch) doth, as I Remember, call it 
an Ecclefiaſtical Scarecrow. 
As to the Learning of theſe Acade. 
mics, which is his Third Head; and 
might have been as well Compriſed 
under either of the other, as Schiſn 
was: He reckons up ſeveral parts of 
it, which plainly ſhew that he never 
belong'd to them, but is a ſtranger tg 
their Methods. 
well as in other parts of his 
he delivers his ſplenetick ConjeQure 
(if it be not ſomething worſe) for 
the greateſt Certainties ; as to thy 
Truth of which I appeal to his owl 
ny 6 . 
In the laſt Paragraph, excepting 
one, he mutters and oruinbles, as if the 


\& barch and State were turning Toply- 


Turvy : So that if he were not 2 
Divine of the Church of England , Ons 


. would ſoon Judge him to be a J4 


cobite. 


Eyet 


ughout his Book, and I believe 


And therefore ner 


of 


(97) 


rer ſince; ſays he, the Foundation of 
þ Check has been beken ; things in 


| tk State have been 'out of Courſe ; and 


vie in vain to hope for Settlement i 
te Latter, whileſs the Former remains 
lyſe and unſettled. 

This Gentleman Writes after ſuch a 
ate of Diſcontent, as if he had been 
&feated in his expeQation of ſome 
Church-Preferment : For commonly all 
things are out of Courle with 1ſuch 


would fain know, how the Foun- 
din of the Church hath been ſhaken ? 


0 | The ſame Articles for DoiFrine, the ſame 
® | Canons for Diſcipline, and the ſame Litur- 
| 1 for Devotion and Worſpip, continue 


in the Church. There are alſo the fame 
SE is in > _ as 9 : 
Arehbiſbops, Biſhops, Deans, Chan- 
elors, —_— Oes ls, Serro pates, 
Regiſters, &c, They have alſo a Kjng, 
the Head of their Church, of the fame 
Communion with them. . 
[ cannot therefore imagine, why h 
ſhould complain that the Foundation 
a the Church is ſhaken, unleſs be- 
cauſe the Power of Executing the: 
Ped Lovs againſt the Diſſenters is 
a Way. | 


But 


(9g) 


But what a ſorry Foundation as |, 
Penal Laws for the beſt Eſtabliſhed Chu, ber 
in the Chriſtian World? JP 

- Our Saviour Built his Church Las 
another ſort of Foundation ; which = 
'was Peters Confeſſion, that he was th, þ 
Chriſt, the Son of the Living God. 0%" 
this Rock, ſays he, 1 will Build m1 mr 
Church ; and the Gates of Hell ſhall a a 4 
prevail againſt it. But if you [po tg yy 
Build a Church upon Worldly force, 7: | 
and Dominion, The Gates of Hell arg : 
raken in, to Support and Defend |,” 
It. od. 

Without doubt our Author woulf ” 
be well enough pleaſed, to have a Goalf1ic 
.. for an Out-Houſe to every Temple. Jt 

* © But he is not content to complain, Jy. 
that the Foundatiormof the Church ih, 
ſhaken. For he tells us, things in th} 
State are alſo out of Courſe. | 
 _ Why, doth not our Legiſlature con: 
tinue in King, Lords and Commons! 
doth His Majeſty Arbitrarily Invade] _ 
our Rights and Priviledges, as .have 
been done in former Reigns ? Is Magn 
Charts thrown aſide, or are the Laws 
trampled on ? Such Murmurers as this 


Gentleman, who do not know the ya- 


lue of a good Government, deſerve to 
ſuffer 


(99) 


Wit: under a Rigorous and ſevere 
m1 They deſerve to. enter into the 
Lud of Egypt , and into the Houſe of 
z, and to have the Reign of 
ch [2/49 come upon them, that they 
i wobt feel for ſome time, how much 
he oſt it is, to be Arbitrarily and Tyranni- 
Y ally deals with, than to be under the 
"0 Uoovernment of good Laws, and the Pro- 
0 LZion of 4 Father of their Country. 
*,} To Conclude, The Church of Eng- 
iN, his Mother, owes her Son no 
ad c>nowledgments for ſuch Jacobitiſh 
*Inittering and complaints; and there 
"Ee many other things in his Book 
"*Jviich I am confident She will not 
thank him for; and which do rather 
iN Keſerve Her Cenſure than Her Coun- 
Fa mance and Approbation. 
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| The Reader is deſired to Corrett theſe folbajg , 
'  Erratasof the Preſs, | 


Ap. 3line 6. for obſtrinx/it read obſtrinxit. P; vl, 

12. for Divines r. Divine. P. 21. 1, 7. far therer, 
here, | P.22.1.12, forthic r. theſe. P. 33+ I. 22, fir 
timer. true. P. 40.1.6. for beeter r. better, P. 89, |, 
I4 for Miler r, Miter, P. 54-1. 3. join the Letter ide- 
fore 4nd to e15 that follows it. P.64.1. x1. and p-6. 4 -- 
2T. for word r. words. P. 87.1, 22. for ratione r. 1a $ | 
onis. P. 90.1. 1. for he gives out r. he ſays. bs | 
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| Reprimand to Bigotiſm; 


O R, 


IIREFLECTIONS 


ON THE l 


Several Letters of a BOOK, 
Called, THE 
{Miſtery of Phanaticiſm. | 

WW UREUSIN 


| | The Diſſenters are. Vindicated from the 


Calumnies, and Whims of the Author 
of that BOOK. 


| 


| 


For we are not ignorant of [ His ] devices, 
2 Cor. 2. 11- 


{ | Charity envieth not ; vaunteth not it ſelf, is not | | 
|| puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſetmly, | | 

ſeeketh not her own, 1s not eaſily provoked, 
| thinketh no evil, 1 Cor. 13.4, 5+ 
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Printed for A. Baldwin, in Warwick-Lane, 1698. 


_OO—— | 


+ vmhal 


i HAAL 


EEE 


——_— 


b— 


-j , 


THE . 


1 WT is nt my defign in the fol- 
] lowing Refle&tions to recrimi- 
A. nate; and blacken the Church 
'of' England, that I might be re- 
veng'd on the Author of the Myſte- 
ry of Phanaticiſm, for falling foul 
on the Diſſenters. ' For tho' it be an 
eaſie matter to throw dirt upon any 
Party by publiſhing their Faults; by 
magnifying, and ag grandizing them ; 
by laying ſuch to their charge as they 
are not guilty of ; and by imputing 
the Follies of a few, tothe whole Bo- 
.dy, which 3s exacily our Author's way 
of Writing : Tet this 3s ſo Diſimnge- 
#u0us, ſo Unchriftian, and ſo Rude, 
that T ſcorn to imitate him in it. 
| A 2 He 


The Preface. 


 - puts himſelf down in the Title- 
Page for a Divine of the Church 
of England. *Tis pity he ſhould 
beſo; for \ſach Bigotted Divines 
are the difhonour and ſhame of the 
Church. And there is nothing can 
more vilify and dif} parage their Mo- 


ther, than to have ſuch uNgracionus 


Sous lurking in her Boſom, that do 


expoſe her to obloquy, contempt; and 


hatred; and make Men think that 
ſhe bath proftituted her ſelf to' the 
- Triple Crown, andthe Lillics, 'to 
obtain ſo hot, and frery 4 Breed. 

It would without doubt make for 
the Reputation of the Church.to frown 


pon thoſe Members of it. as are of 


fo unquiet and turbulent a Spirit, as 
its inteſtine Enemies, and on the 
other hand,to encourage and fawonr 


the Peaceable, the Meck, and Cha- 
ritable, as its beſt Friends and Sup- 
por IS. | 


And 


SS =. & wu ae — IS 


DB. 


The Preface. 


And upon this account, I ſhould 
not at: all wonder to ſee this Divine, 
this fierce Incendiary, and Make- 
bate Chaſtiſed by the Pen, even of 
one of his own Communion. For 
beſides the dire& tendency his wiru- 
lent Letters have, to diſgrace the Bo- 
dy he is of ; He doth often wound 
the Church through the Diſſenters 
ſides; and many times his Cenſures 
do naturally recoil on a great num- 
ber of its Members. 

As I have forborn all unhandſou: 
Refle&ons on the Church of Eng- 
land iz» general, ſo T preſume I 


ſhall be ws ly excuſed for refleSting 


F4 
10w and then {omewhat ſeverely 01 


r 
W 
f ſo unworthy a part of it, as our Let- 
' 


ter-writer, and his Fraternity are. 
For thoſe who promote publick 
Jealouſies and Diſcord, who blow 
the Trumpet for Perſecution, and 
write as if they had been Secreta- 
A 3 ries 


i vmal 


The Prefice. 


ries to Draco, or an Inquiſition, 


onght I think, to be treated with 
more roughneſs and contempt that 
any Men; they being Enemies to 
the Proſperity and Peace of their 
Conntry. : 
The Wifſeſt and moſt  Inmpartia 
Men both in Church and State, have 
alway \diflik.d and condenn'd this 
ancharitable Spirit of Bigotiſm. Such 


were the Lord Chancellor Bacon, the 


Lord Chief Fuſtice Hales, Bzſbop 
Wilkins, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Mr. 
Hales of Eaton Colledge, Mr. Chil- 


lingworth, Men of the firſt Rank, 
for Learning and Underſtanding, . 


beſides many others mentioned in the 
Book called, TheProteſtant Recon- 
ciler, a Book which was written by 
a worthy Dignitary of his own 
Church,and will ſway infinitely more 
with all unbyaſſed and candid 'Per- 
ſons, than the Myſtery of Phanati- 


cilm. 
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LIMI 


* The Preface, 
ciſm. T beg the Gentlemar's par- 
don, that I have named this ls 
Book in compariſon with his. 

When a Man takesFire,and belches 
out a raging Flame upon ſuch as hold 
the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity but dif- 
fer from him inpoints of leſs conſe- 


quence and moment, he ſhews that 


be 3s under the prevailing influences 


of the Infernal Powers, and that he 
3s ſet on firenot by the Spirit of God, 
but by Hell. 

To po I ſhall only obſerve 
farther, that in quoting of very many 
places of Scripture,both in his Preface 


4 and Bookhe applies them ſo imperti- 


nently, as if St. Paul and the other 
Sacred Authors, had written on pur- © 
poſe to perſwade People to be Church 
of England Mer, and to blame ſuch 
as were not ſo. s He ſets Texts of 
Scripture on the Rack, and puts 
ſuch a force upon them, as he would 

A 4 bave 


The Preface. , 
have laid onthe Conſciences of Mey, 
fo make them ſpeak what he would 


have them, tho' contrary totheix in- 
Clination and meaning. 


Men, 
ould 


P 7212 
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REFLECTIONS 
ON 


1 LLET 1. 


HE Author of a P.ook, called, 
The Myſtery of Phanaticiſm, 
| hath as a publick Incendiary, 


made it his deſign to heighten 
the Diſcord, and inflame the Animoſi- 
ties between the Church of Exglazd, 
and the Diſſenters, in 14 Reviling Let- 
ters. His main Aim ſeems to be at Per- 
{ecution, as appears not only from his 
Scurrilous Language, but alſo from ſe- 


veral expreſs intimations of it, particu- 


larly in Page 80. and 68. 

Now to corrett the Luxuriancy of his 
Pen, and to prevent the miſchiefs that 
may ariſe from it, in a Nation ſo ex- 
treamly inclined” to inteſtine heats and 


variance : Iſhall make ſome RefleQions 


on each Letter, and make 1t appear that 
there is much more Malice and Intereſt, 
| & than 


(2) 
than of Truth and Reaſon inevery one 
of them. | 

In the Firſt Letter he- Snarles at t 
Diſſenters for mating Proſelites. 

The firſt thing that occars #0 our View 
(ſaith he) is their great Zeal, and dili- 
gence in making Proſelites, in which they 
imitate, if not. out do the Zeal of the 
Phariſees, who compaſs Sea aud Land to 
mike a Proſelite, . 

He amplifies very much - upon this 
Subje&t throughout his whole Letter ; 
and makes it to be a damnable fin both 
in the Phariſces, and Diſlenters to auke 
Proſelites, © 

But what if after, all this, the Phari- 
ſees be not at all. blamed by our Savi- |f0 
our for making Proſelites? Then the of 
Sermon which he Preaches in this Let- hea 
ter ypon the Text of compeſing See, and | He 
Land, is very impertigents and a good- |! ! 
ly compariſon delign'd toexpole rhe Diſ- |Fe: 
ſemers, loſes all it's: Grace, and ſhames |for 
the Author more than them. ali 

The Truth is , ; +he Phariſees making 


Proſelites was ſo far from being culpa- be 
ble, that it was in itſelf eommendahle ; | be 


for ;it was the converting. Heathens co | for 
Judaiſm which had been the. only tyye lig 
Religion for many Ages together, All | af 

Men 


i hal 


+ Þ 


en of Loirglng beſides our Author 
cnow that a Prolelite, is one who ha- 
ſing been a Gentile becomes a Jew ; and 
herefore Grotizs thus defines him , 
renin os is qui orts Gentilis per Cir- 
umciſionem ſe legi Moſis obſtrinxſit. Sq 
at our Saviour doch not find an 
fault with the Phariſees for their mek- 
ng Profelites, but only condemns them 
ſor that after they had made them, they 
de them twofold more the Chilaren of 
ell than themſelves. 

And now if this be the CharaGeer 
of the Diſſenting Teachers, his Simili- 
tude may go a little way upon one Leg 
[though it be very lame 1n the other as 
. Jto his purpoſe. If they are All Sons 
, Jof Devils, and make all that come to 
, [hear them twofold more the Children of 
Hell than themſelyes; they have then 
I muſt confeſs ſome of the Air, and 
Features of the Phariſees, and there- 
fore to draw the Picture ſomething 
alike, he ſhould ſhew that whenſoever 
any withdraw from the Church, and 
become Members of a Conventicle (as 
he calls it) they are preſently tranſ- 
form'd, loſe all their Vertue and Re- 
ligion, become poylon'd with Vice, 
and arc Inrolled 1a the Family of Sa- 

tan. 
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GW) — 
tan. But if he ſhould attempt this 
charge, he would be in danger of reſemJ;e 
bling the Devil himſelf, jn being 4pe 
Lyar, -and an accuſer of the Bre{yg; 
thren. | .*: 
But to paſs off from this ill manag'dro 
compariſon ; I will ask him, how iq- 
doth appear that the Difſenters are {ſc pl 
extreamly induſtrions in making ProſeJy; 
Lites, which he aſſerts ſo often, ſo vehe\} 
mently, and with ſo much concern in{tc 
fo many Places of this Letter and Book.Jjr 
They compaſs Sea and Land, and fiſh for 
Proſelites every where, &c. One would 
. thiok by his earneſt deſcription of it} |] 
thar they were daily roving from thefy 
Lands-End in Cormwal, to the Town off x 
Berwick* upon Tweed, Travelling Eaſt,Þ7 
Weſt, North and South ; and Naviga-['} 
ting round the Iſland. to viſit the Sea-F'; 
coaſts; and that by this time their 1n- 
credible induſtry, and diligence ſhould} 
have almoſt drain'd the Churches, | 
emptied the Pews, and Seats, and that Þ' 
the Clergy ſhould have none. to Preach; 
to but their Families, and Clarks, The} 
very leaſt a Stranger can imagine by | 
reading his Letter, is that they go from | 
Houſe to Houſe, to entice the Members |' 
of the Church over to them, that they | 
| | reſort 


UN 


| 


thi SC ol! 
ſemJ+eſort, to the Market-Places, and call 
8 YPeople to follow them, that they en- 
Breſter ioto the Publick Temples and invite 
them thence, or that they compel them 
28'to comein. - 
w 19” But ſince nothing of this Natare is 
e need by them,all this noiſe about xua- - 
roſeFting Proſelites comes to little more than 
ehefthis, tha the Diſſenting Miniſters Preach 
n iſto their own Congregations, and that 
okin a way which doth not at all pleaſe 
forbur Divines. * 
ld} But let us conſider the Three chief 
" itfthings that hepropoſes to be Remarked 
theſunder this Head. The 1ſt. is, The 
1 olf Perſons of whom theſe Proſelites conſiſt : 
aſt, They he tells us, are not any Perſons of 
ga-l Education, and Parts, but the weak and 
ea-[' illiterate Vulgar. 
1n-J" To which I ſhall only ſay this; that 
uld I'he hath diſcovered ſo much 1Il-breed- 
es,f ing, and weakneſs throughout his 
aat [Book , that whoſoever takes him for 
ch a ifair Judge of [other Mens Educati- 
he on and Parts, will be extreamly de- 
by | luded. 
Im | | The ſecond thing he remarks upon is, 
IS | Whence theſe Proſelytes are gather'd; 
ey | He ſay's they are gathered out of. the Pa- 
rt | rochial Eſtabliſhed Churches, and drawn 
nd 6g -- from 


$ 


06) 
from the true fold of the Catholick Churcl 

As if the Catholick Church were con 
fin'd ro a Party. Certainly the fo 
of the Catholick Church is wide enoug 
to take in thoſe who acknowledg on: 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm; Tho 
they are ſo unhapy as not to under 
| Rand the abſolute neceſſity of on 
Form of Church Goverameot, one Lif- 
rurgy, one Book of Canons Therg 
may be various Churches in one Na 
tion, all differing in ſome reſpe&s i; 
Government, Dilcipline, and Worſhip 
and yet .all of them may belong to the 
Carholick Church, None but a Bigot wi 
deny this. 

He proceeds to exclaim ſeverely « 
gainſt gathering Churches out of Church 
- es, Which charge, tho' it hath beer 
very often thrown in the Teeth of-the 
| Diſlenters; Yet it hath.been done witt 
leſs Juſtice than hath been commanl 
Imagin'd; as will appear, if the firit 
Original '6f the Difſenting Congregati 
ons be lookt to, and conſidered. 

The caſe'is this ; In 1660. The (Mi 
niſters that a little after: taught in-the 
Diſſenting Congregations were inAQu4 
al, and Legal Soo of Benefices, 
with "Cure of Souls; And leaft any 

ſhould 


£1 And many of their people adhering . 


(7) 
ſhould doubt this, they are declared to 
be lawful Incumbents, and Poſſeſlors 
of the ſame to all Intents, by an A& of 
Parliament made the 12 of Charles II. 


17. 
Afﬀeer this, by the Att of Uniformity 


they became depriv'd of their Benefices, 


for refuſing to declare their Aſſent and 
Conſent, to all and every thing con- 


| ' tained 'in the Common: Prayer-Book. 


However having been ordained to 
the Miniſtry, they Judg'd it their Du- 
ty to continue in the Exerciſe of it ; 


to them as their proper Paſtors, they 
Preach'd to them in private Houſes : 
Others of their Hearers deſerted them, 
and repaired to the publick Temples, 
and to new Teachers. Now this was 
the Foundation of the Presbriterian 


Congregations ; And upon the whole, I ' 


have known it made a Queſtion : whe- 
ther the Difſenters be the real Separa- 
tits, or rather the people of theChurch ? 
For People of the Church deſerted their 
former Paſtors, and way of Worſhip ; 
whilſt' the Difſenters in ſuch Pariſhes 


T- adhered to both. 


 T know that our Author can have no 


other way to defend himſelf, but by fay- 


IB, 
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ing. that the Parliament having by the 

AR of Uniformity deprived the Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters, and made way for new to 
be introduced in their places, the former 
Miniſters and People, became. ipſo' fatFo 
Schiſmaticks,' by. aot com mplying with 
this new . eſtabliſhment of the, Law. 
For without an AQ of Parliament 
making a new Eſtabliſhment, and 
ſetting alide the fortner, there could 
havebeen no.Schiſm, So that accord- 
ing to this notion, Schiſm depends op- 
on an, Aft of Parliament. | 

Bur now this 1s quite contrary, to 
what he afferts, page* '9. Fot there he 
tells us; thar the Parliament” cxtinot 
take ' off 'the euitt of Schifm ; And if 
this be true heParliament cafinot tnake 
Schiſm : For if rhey have a Power'to 
make it, there's no queſtion but that 
they have,a Powet to unmake it, and 
take off its guilt. - But there are fome 
Zealots who will allow the Patliament 
an unlimited power' to. make Laws in 
the Favour. of the Church ; and 4gain(t 
thoſe wha Diſſent frotn'it : But if they 
go' to-alter theſe good Laws, and take 
off their obligation, they cry out, that 
they have no Authority to do that: 
Intereft wili ſpeak out. - 


To 


UMI 
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Þ: Why theDiſſenters are Proſelyted to? 


ES 


'. To conclude ; Suppoſe the Church 


of Exgland had not that Parliamentary 
ſRtabliſbhment which it boaſt's of, as 
hat in which it is Superior to other 
Pngregations, but were on the ſame 
foot with other People, viz. that of a 
Toleration: I ask whether it would be 
Schiſm in ſuch a caſe not to be in 
ommunion with her. I think none 
but a Monſter of a Bigot will ſay this. 
f then it be no Schiſm not to be in 
ommunion with her: I ask whether 
Supervening eſtabliſhment, of the Na- 
re which it now enjoys, would make 
hat to be Schiſm which was none be- 
dre : If it would nat, then People have 
right to their ſeparate Meetings, with- 
but beiog liable to the impeachment of 
Schiſm. Bur if it will; then ſince 
Schiſm owes its Parentage to an At 
df Parliament ; an ACt of Parliament 
it alſo deſtroy its nature, and make 
hat to be no Schiſm which it had 
ide to be Schiſm before. 


This is a plain caſe, and there had 


&ed be a deal of Metaphylicks to ger 
cefrom the force of this Argument. 
Thirdly, there is one thing more he 

iath a mind to inquire into ; and that 


He 


(10). 
He anſwers, to 4 Party, 4 Faition, a 
4 Schiſm, Q 
'This is all Cant, and Stuff. He hat 
pick'd up a parcel of frightful Words 
{uch as. Sedition, FaCtion, Schiſm, Pha 
riſkes, and: the like; and lards all his 
Letters with them ; But this is in effeQ 
nothing but calling Names. For there 
are names Eccleſiaſtical, and name 
Secular. There are names belonging 
to the Laity ; and other. names which 
the Clergy call. The Laity call fuch 
names as theſe, Dog, Toad, and Son of 
a Whore, &c. The Clergy's. Names 
are Fanatick, Heretick, Schiſmatick 
Phariſee, FaQtious . fellow, &c. And 
theſe names are ſo Familiar to our Bi 
got that he can ſcarce write a Page 


without adorning it'\ with one off 


them. 


JMI 


(11) 
REFLECTIONS 


Letter Il, 


bd the firſt Letter the Divine pre- 
tends to give an account of the 
Diligence and Induſtry of the Diſſenters 
in making Proſelytes, He now paſſes 
on to the Principal Artifices which they 
make uſe of ro compaſs their Ends. 

And the firſt Artifice which he has 
rangues upon in this Letter, 15 their ppe+ 
gence to greater Light and Kwleds than 


- other Men; and whereas in the firſt 


Letter he falls foul upon them with 
the compariſon of the Phariſee, -in this 
he likens them to the Gnoftzcks, who 
were ſo called from their boaſting of great- 
er light, and eſteeming themſelves the 
Wiſeſt, and moſt Knowing of all Perſons. 
It would have been wiſer never to 
have ſaid any thing of the Gnoſtichs, 
Except he had better known who they 
were. For tn page 12. he ſeems to ap- 
prehend them to be a Sect of Chriſtt- 
B 2 ans : 


